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Bible Study Session 4: The Book of Acts 

 

Acts 2:14-41 – Peter addresses the crowd 
1. Who is Peter preaching to and how do we know this? 

  

2. Peter’s sermon can be divided into three sections. Can you identify the 

sections and what each section focuses on? 

 

Section 1 
3. In 2:13, there are some doubts that the crowd raise about what happened 

during Pentecost. What did the crowd say and how does Peter defend this? 

 

4. Peter, in his quoting of Joel, adds the words, “in the last days…” What is Peter 

referring to? 
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5. What are the prophesies Joel said would happen and how does this relate to 

question 4? 

 

Section 2 
6. In what ways was Jesus accredited by God to the people of Israel? What do 

these things tell us about Jesus? 

 

7. Remembering who Peter is talking to, how should we understand v.23? 

 

8. Peter quotes a prophesy from David regarding Jesus. How does Peter explain 

this prophesy in terms of its fulfilment? 

 

9. Look at v.33. How does Peter use this statement to explain the deity of Christ 

and the events now of Pentecost? 

 

10. How should we understand the first part of v.34? 

 

11. Peter reaches a major conclusion in v.36. What is his conclusion and what is 

the reaction now of the people? 

 

Section 3 
12. Why is v.37 so important in this passage? 

 

13. Look again at v.21 and v.38. Are these 2 opposing or conflicting ideas? 

Explain. 

 

14. V.39 is extremely important in terms of our faith and the rest of the Book of 

Acts. Why? 

 

15. How many people were baptized after Peter’s sermon and what were they 

added to? 
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Session 4 Answers 

Acts 2:14-41 – Peter addresses the crowd 
1. Who is Peter preaching to and how do we know this?

• Peter is clear speaking to a crowd of Jewish people. We know this

from two specific things. The first is seen within the previous section

of chapter 2. We know that the apostles were in Jerusalem during the

Festival of Weeks which was a Jewish festival. We also know from the

previous section that there were Jewish believers, from many different

places, present in Jerusalem including “converts to Judaism” (2:11).

The second is a little bit trickier to identify but is obvious once

recognized. These are what we call “scriptural proofs,” three of them

in fact, that Peter uses justify/substantiate his arguments. These are

of course quotations from the Old Testament, one from Joel and two

Psalms, that are prophetic in nature describing the events of
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Pentecost (Joel) and Jesus as the Messiah (Psalms). These scriptural 

proofs would be less meaningful to a person who has never heard 

them nor understood them and thus, to a Jewish person, these texts 

would hold significant meaning and they would have been understood 

by those present in the crowd. 

 

2. Peter’s sermon can be divided into three sections. Can you identify the 
sections and what each section focuses on? 

• These three sections are as follows: 

i. 2:14-21 – The focus of this section is to interpret and explain the 

miraculous happenings of Pentecost. 

ii. 2:22-36 – The focus of this section is to present Christ as the 

Messiah. 

iii. 2:37-41 – The focus here is on the call to repentance and 

baptism. 

• As we continue through Peter’s sermon, we will look at the sermon 

section by section. 

 

Section 1 
3. In 2:13, there are some doubts that the crowd raise about what 

happened during Pentecost. What did the crowd say and how does 
Peter defend this? 

• The crowd that Peter address in 2:13 suggested that the miraculous 

sign of tongues was due to the apostles being drunk; however, Peter 

counters this claim in two parts. He first states that the apostles could 

not possibly have been drunk as it was only 9 o’clock in the morning. 

He then continues by quoting a prophecy from the Book of Joel where 

it was clearly prophesied that “on that day” God would allow the Spirit 

to fill His people, that they would prophesy, see visions and dreams as 

well as see wonders and signs in heaven and on the earth. This 

prophesy quoted by Peter does have certain elements that were 

fulfilled during Pentecost.  
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4. Peter, in his quoting of Joel, adds the words, “in the last days…” What 
is Peter referring to? 

• Many have interpreted this to mean a specific moment in time, the 

Parousia or the second coming of Christ. Peter’s understanding of this 

term rather is that the “last days” refers to the day of Pentecost 

continuing through to Christ’s second coming. 

 

5. What are the prophesies Joel said would happen and how does this 
relate to question 4? 

• Pouring out of the Spirit 

• Prophecy; visions and dreams 

• Wonders in the heavens and signs on the earth 

• Salvation 

• These are interesting because what Joel said would happen had only 

started on the day of Pentecost. Certain prophecies were fulfilled 

(pouring out of the Spirit and signs on the earth) while others had not 

happened yet. But, we know that the rest of the prophecies prophesied 

by Joel would only come to fulfilment at a later stage and thus, with 

regards to question 4, “the last days” Peter refers to would be a 

continuation from Pentecost to the second coming of Christ.  

 

Section 2 
6. In what ways was Jesus accredited by God to the people of Israel? What 

do these things tell us about Jesus? 
• Jesus was accredited to the people of Israel by way of miracles, signs 

and wonders. This tells us two specific things about Jesus: firstly, that 

Jesus had an incredible relationship with the Father and secondly, they 

tell us about the deity/divinity of Jesus. 

 

7. Remembering who Peter is talking to, how should we understand v.23? 
• There are three specific aspects/reminders that v.23 shows us: 
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i. It tells us that Jesus was sent to (handed over to) the Jewish 

people – “This man was handed over to you…” 

ii. It tells us about God’s great salvific plan from the very beginning 

– “…by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge…” 

iii. And it is a chilling reminder about who was responsible for 

Christ’s crucifixion, and that both Jew and Gentile are in need of 

salvation – “… and you (Jews), with the help of wicked men 

(Gentiles/Romans), put him to death by nailing him to the 
cross.” 

 

8. Peter quotes a prophesy from David regarding Jesus. How does Peter 
explain this prophesy in terms of its fulfilment? 

• The cultural belief was that this “prophesy” was fulfilled by David. Peter 

argues that this could not have been true because David died and was 

buried, indicating to us that he knows the location of David’s tomb and 

alludes to the fact that David is still buried there. This prophesy 

however; is fulfilled through Jesus, a descendent of David. It speaks 

about the “Holy One” who would not see decay and thus Jesus, who 

died and was buried, rose again in physically and did not see decay as 

the prophesy predicted.  

 

9. Look at v.33. How does Peter use this statement to explain the deity of 
Christ and the events now of Pentecost? 

• This statement by Peter tells us that Christ was “exalted to the right 

hand of God (the Father). This is important because this would be the 

highest place of honour for anyone to be exalted to and of course, it 

was Christ’s place. This again confirms the deity of Christ. We also 

know from other scriptural references, that Christ had to leave so that 

the Spirit would be poured out. This is exactly what happened on the 

day of Pentecost, and was in line with what Jesus said had to, and 

would happen.  
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10. How should we understand the first part of v.34? 
• While at first glans this verse might sound quite alarming, it is quite 

simple. What Peter is referring to is the fact that when David died, his 

physical body did not ascend into heaven, but his soul/spirit did. 

Though Peter doesn’t state this, it draws to mind the contrast between 

David’s death and the death of Christ in that, while David’s body 

remained in the tomb, Christ’s body was resurrected.  

 

11. Peter reaches a major conclusion in v.36. What is his conclusion and 
what is the reaction now of the people? 

• Peter’s final conclusion for this section in no uncertain terms is that 

God has made Jesus, whom Israel crucified, “both Lord and Christ”. 

When those who were there heard what Peter was saying, we are told 

that they were “cut to the heart”. This clearly shows us that there is a 

sense of remorse and a sense of understanding as to who Jesus was, 

understanding as to what Peter was telling them and what they (Israel) 

did in terms of crucifying Him.  

 

Section 3 
12. Why is v.37 so important in this passage? 

• This verse is very important for this passage, as well as this whole 

chapter, because what we see here is a complete change in 

perspective and understanding. When we look back at the initial 

reaction of the crowd to the events of Pentecost (2:13), we will see that 

there was first a sense of derision and mockery saying that the 

apostles were drunk. Through Peter’s sermon though, this initial 

reaction changes to one of remorse and understanding with the 

questions, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Now this again shows us that 

there is this willingness to change and a positive response to hearing 

the gospel. 
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13. Look again at v.21 and v.38. Are these 2 opposing or conflicting ideas? 
Explain. 

• Verse 21 tells us that anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved while verse 38 suggests to us that repentance and baptism are 

needed for the forgiveness of sins. These are definitely not opposing 

ideas. In order for us to come to the Lord, it requires a change of heart. 

With the change of heart, we then have a faithful response in terms of 

repentance and baptism. While baptism does not bring about salvation, 

it is a sign/symbol of salvation and grace. This is almost like a natural 

progression as we call on the Lord, He changes our heart, we respond 

faithfully as we repent and are then baptised.  

 

14. V.39 is extremely important in terms of our faith and the rest of the Book 
of Acts. Why? 

• This particular verse shows us that the promise of the Holy Spirit is not 

only given to those within the Jewish faith. Peter is however very clear 

in stating that this promise is still for the Jews (for you and your 

children) but this promise is also for all of those who are far off. The 

phrase, those who are far off, refers to all of those who are not part of 

the Jewish faith. It refers to gentiles who were ‘far off’ from God; 

however, Peter is clear in stating this promise is for all people. 

 

15. How many people were baptized after Peter’s sermon and what were 
they added to? 

• There were 3000 people who heard this and accepted Peter’s 

message and they were baptised. They were added to the number of 

the apostles/disciples who were in Jerusalem at that time.  
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