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Bible Study Session 2: The Book of Acts 

 

1. What is the “former book” referred to in v.1 and what is the significance of Theophilus? 

What do these two things tell us? 

 

2. What is the “gift my Father promised” and where have we seen this promise before? 

 

3. What is the significance of v.8 in the Book of Acts? 

 

Read Acts 1:12-26 and answer the questions that follow. 

 

4. What is the significance of Peter in v.15? 

 

5. V.18 tells us that Judas bought a field. How did Judas do this and what would the 

significance be of being buried there? 

 

6. There seems to be a contradiction in v.18. Can you identify this contradiction and explain 

your reasoning? 

 

7. How then should we understand this ‘contradiction’? 
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8. There are certain prophesies of David fulfilled by Judas. What prophesies did he fulfil? Can 

you explain these prophesies? 

 

9. Why did the disciples feel the need to choose another disciple to replace Judas? 

 

10. What was so significant about the way in which Matthias was chosen? 
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Bible Study Session 2: The Book of Acts 

 

1. What is the “former book” referred to in v.1 and what is the significance of 

Theophilus? What do these two things tell us? 

• The former book referred to in Acts 1:1 is the Gospel of Luke. 

Theophilus was possibly a converted Roman official as Luke 1:3-4 tells 

us that Luke was to give an account of the things Theophilus has 

already been taught. These two things tell us that the author of Acts 

and the Gospel of Luke were the same person (Luke the doctor). 

 

2. What is the “gift my Father promised” and where have we seen this promise 

before? 

• The gift referred to in Acts 1:4 is of course the promise and the coming 

of the Holy Spirit. This promise was given in Luke 24:49 where Christ 

told His disciples that He would send the “promise of my Father”.  

 

3. What is the significance of v.8 in the Book of Acts? 

• This verse highlights the central focus of the Book of Acts. The 

preceding verse of chapter 1 point to the things that Christ has already 

begun. Verse 8 now points to the things that Christ will continue to do 
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(through the Holy Spirit) in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth. Verse 8 also shows us what the basic outline of the 

Book of Acts will be starting with the gospel being taken to Jerusalem 

(1:1-8:3), Judea and Samaria (8:4-12:25) and then to the ends of the 

earth (13:1-28:31). 

 

Read Acts 1:12-26 and answer the questions that follow. 

4. What is the significance of Peter in v.15? 

• Peter plays a very important role in the lives of the disciples and 

throughout much of the Book of Acts. Peter is generally the 

spokesperson for the disciples and this pattern will continue from 

chapter 1 through to chapter 15 of Acts. 

 

5. V.18 tells us that Judas bought a field. How did Judas do this and what would 

the significance be of being buried there? 

• To find the answer to this question, we need to look back to the 

gospels. We know that Judas was given 30 pieces of silver as payment 

when betraying Christ. Judas then returned the money he acquired to 

the chief priests and the elders. Matt 27:3-7 tells us that the chief 

priests and the elders then purchased the “potter’s field” with those 30 

pieces. Technically then, it was not Judas himself who purchased the 

field; however, the understanding is that it was bought by Judas 

unwillingly through the chief priests and the elders. Matt 27:7 

specifically tells us that the “potter’s field” was bought for the sole 

purpose of becoming a burial place for foreigners. For a Jew to have 

been buried there would imply that s/he was not considered to be 

Jewish at all but rather considered as one of the foreigners.  

 

6. There seems to be a contradiction in v.18. Can you identify this contradiction 

and explain your reasoning? 

• The contradiction that we find in verse 18 is seen in the way in which 

Judas dies. In verse 18 we are told that he “fell headlong, his body 
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burst open and all his intestines spilled out.” The account of Judas’ 

death as seen in Matt 27:5 is that Judas hanged himself after feeling 

such remorse and guilt. 

 

7. How then should we understand this ‘contradiction’? 

• There are two possible explanations for this so-called contradiction. 

The first explanation is based on geographical location of the field. 

Some suggest that the field (Akeldama) is situated in the Hinnom 

valley. With this in mind, it might have been possible Judas hanged 

himself on a cliff overlooking the field. The suggestion here is that it is 

possible that the rope or the branch broke allowing Judas to fall over 

the edge, down the cliff-side, and onto some sharp rocks below.  

The second explanation, and possibly the more likely, is that Judas’ 

body may have been hanging there for some time. During the process 

of decomposition, it is natural for the body to bloat and decay. It is 

possible that after some time his body fell to the ground, bursting open 

due to the decomposition and decaying process. Either way, I would 

not suggest that this is a contradiction. Rather, I would consider this to 

be a telling (in more detail) of the same story. 

 

8. There are certain prophesies of David fulfilled by Judas. What prophesies did 

he fulfil? Can you explain these prophesies? 

• The two prophesies Peter refers to come from Psalm 69:25 and Psalm 

109:8. Psalm 69:25 deals specifically with the consequences of Judas’ 

actions. The prophesy suggests that his “place” will become deserted. 

In a sense, this is what the intentions were of the chief priests and the 

elders. Their plan was for Akeldama to become a burial place for 

foreigners rather than a prosperous field thus fulfilling the prophesy. 

Psalm 109:8 now, still due to the consequences of Judas, deals with 

the need to replace him. Acts 1:25 tells us that the disciples needed 

someone (an apostle) who would take over the ministry which Judas 

left. Thus the appointment/calling of Matthias fulfilled the prophesy of 

Psalm 109:8. 
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9. Why did the disciples feel the need to choose another disciple to replace 

Judas? 

• The calling of twelve disciples was significant because each on was to 

be a representation of one of the twelve tribes of Israel. In order to 

continue this, the eleven had to choose another after the death of 

Judas in order to continue this parallel with the twelve tribes of Israel. 

The calling of Matthias was also a fulfilment of the direct prophesy of 

the Lord in that another would take the place of Judas.  

 

10. What was so significant about the way in which Matthias was chosen? 

• The first thing we have to acknowledge is the fact that there appears to 

have been certain requirements that had to be fulfilled. The first was 

that the person chosen had to be with the twelve (with Jesus) during 

his time of public ministry. The second was that the person had to 

become a witness to the resurrection. This suggests to us that the 

person chosen had to have been present when Christ appeared to His 

disciples during the forty days He spent with them after the 

resurrection. 

The second thing we have to acknowledge is that Matthias was not 

chosen by the disciples. Though he and Barsabbas were selected by 

the eleven, the choice was made by the Lord as the eleven prayed and 

sought God’s guidance. They then cast lots, which was in line with the 

Old Testament, and the lot fell on Matthias.   
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