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The Generation Game 

Ps 119:89-96 
 

This is such an incredible Psalm to read. It is of course the longest of all the Psalms, described as “a 

devotional on the Word of God.” It is so gripping and so beautiful seeing how this Psalm highlights and 

should causes us to think about 4 things: the word of God should become the word of life, humbly 

acknowledging the sinful ways of hearts, to know the pain as well as the fruits of God’s corrective 

discipline, and that there will be suffering at the hands of those who disregard the word of God. And what 

we will look at this morning is but a small portion of this amazing devotional. 

 

The Psalmist highlight something that is remarkable and needs to be understood, seen in the very last 

verse, verse 96, of our passage this morning. He says, “To all perfection I see a limit; but your commands 

are boundless.” I love this verse because there is one feeling that I get when I look at what he is saying, 

when I understand what he means: that is a small shrinking feeling, a feeling of being humbled before the 

Lord. Now this might sound a little crazy because when I think about something that is perfect, possibly a 

specific moment for example, a hot summers day, being on a white sandy beach, hearing the waves 

crashing beside me, the cool, crystal clear waters washing over my feet, not a care in the world about 

what is going on around me and no worry about the normal hustle and bustle of life… you never hear 

someone say “Wow, that sounds like the perfect day, how disappointing.” So why the small, shrinking 

feeling? Well for me, the answer is simply this. I am not as grand or as perfect as I like to think I am 

sometimes! The word perfection here is more than likely aimed at those things that we believe have been 

completed or accomplished in and of ourselves. It is those things that are resolved, no longer open-

ended issues that we can now close the book on. But this of course does not necessarily look at the things 

of God, rather, it focuses on the things of man and what we need to realise is that the so-called 

‘perfection’ of these things is limited by our own fragility, our own weaknesses and human understandings. 

Our perfect, here and now, fails miserably in comparison to that of God.  

 

This is what the Psalmist continues to say in v.96, the commands of the Lord, the very word of God, is 

boundless, that is, it is inexhaustible, it is endless, it is infinite, without limitation and it is everlasting. The 

Word of God is incredibly powerful and yet incredibly mysterious at the same time. Written over a period 

of more than 2000 years, it has stood the test of time. It plays multiple roles within the Christian life – it offers 

guidance as to how we ought to live and conduct our lives, it presents to us a way of properly revering 

and worshipping God, it gives revelation into the person of God, the will of God and the character of 

God, it corrects and rebukes behaviours that are contrary to that of the Christian life, it offers hope, 

peace, teaches us to love, gives insight into the way to salvation through grace and so much more – and 

yet still, knowing this, most of the time, we look at it as though it were just another book. The Bible is not 

simply another book, it is the very word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit, written in human language, so 

that you and I can understand, at least in part, more about God and His plan. 

 

Listen to what the Psalmist says here in vv.89-90. “Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the 

heavens. Your faithfulness continues through all generations; you established the earth, and it endures.” 

The Psalmist is alluding to the word of God at the time of creation. It is this word that caused creation to 

come into being, Psalm 33:6 says this way, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, their starry 

hosts by the BREATH of His mouth.” What an incredible image. The Lord did not need to lift a finger, He 

merely spoke and it came to be. And it is this same word that maintains and governs all things, from the 

moment it was spoken to this very day. There is not a word, spoken by God, that has ever failed. If God 

pronounces judgement, judgement will follow. If God pronounces blessing, blessing will follow. And what 

a blessing God spoke into the lives of His people! 

 

Isaiah 53:4-6, “4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by 

God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, 

like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all.” Generations before the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, God had pronounced this 

blessing. That each one of us, His people, dwelling in this fallen and broken world, tainted by sin, would be 

saved by the One who would bear our iniquity. The One who would take upon Himself, the punishment 

that we so rightly deserve. This I believe is what the Psalmist speaks about in terms of the faithfulness of 

God, a faithfulness that continues through all generations. Knowing that we would continually mess up, 
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knowing that we would continually fall short of what He intended for us, knowing that time and time 

again, we would reject Him, reject His word, knowing that we would never be able to live out lives worthy 

of His glory, His forgiveness, His grace or His mercy, He still gave this promise of salvation. It is the promise 

that through God’s one and only Son, Jesus Christ, we could be saved. And it is because of God’s 

faithfulness that this promise is as binding today as it was generations before us and it will continue to be 

binding for generations after us.  
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