
The Majestic Jesus 

Hebrews for Today 

x. The Matchless Christ (Heb 8:1-13) 
 

Recently the State President exhorted us to view South Africa, with all its present challenges and 

opportunities from the perspective of a glass half full rather than a glass half empty.  He offered the 

country hope based upon a social contract between government and people.  The writer of Hebrews, in 

contrast, offers hope not by way of a social contract, but a covenant based upon the promise of God.  In 

light of this perhaps we need to ask ourselves what hope is not.  Hope is not based on the ‘power of 

positive thinking’ as Norman Vincent Peale advocated.  Hope is not a pious Pollyanna wishing things 

would get better.  Hope according to Hebrews is choosing to believe and trust when everything around 

me and within me suggests that it is foolish to do so.  Hope is not simply human aspiration, rather taking 

hold of the presence and power of God in the midst of human frailty.   

 

The writer appeals to Jeremiah of Jerusalem’s prophecy concerning the covenant.  Called to be a 

prophet at a young age, misunderstood by all and sundry, including his own family who plotted against 

him, Jeremiah remained faithful to his call for some 40 years.  Regarded as a nuisance by the king and his 

fellow prophets, he could not but proclaim God’s word which burned like fire in his heart.  Jeremiah live in 

a time when God’s covenant with his people was not simply ignored but actively opposed.  Syncretistic 

faith prevailed, the sacrificial system abused and the Temple regarded as a religious talisman.  

Accordingly, Jeremiah preached judgement not simply as punishment but the refining of a remnant.  So 

when judgement came as it inevitable does when evil prevails and Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians and 

the people went into exile, Jeremiah preached hope based upon God’s proclamation of a new 

covenant (Jer 31). 

 

The writer of Hebrews quotes it without comment in verses 8 to 12 as the implications are self-explanatory 

viz a better heart (v10b), a better relationship (v10c), a better knowledge (v11) and a better forgiveness 

(v12).  The old Mosaic covenant, written on tablets of stone dealing with externals, is replaced by the new 

covenant inaugurated by Christ our high priest, applied by the holy Spirit and ratified by God with an 

oath. 

 

The new covenant offers hope not simply on the basis of our performance or lack thereof, but on the prior 

promise of God enabling us to respond in faith and not in fear.  As such the heart of the matter is the 

matter of the heart. 

 

Dr Philip Blaiberg the world’s second heart transplant patient in Groote Schuur hospital, Cape Town was 

asked, on a whim, by his surgeon Prof Chris Barnard whether he would like to see his old heart.  The 

following evening Prof Barnard went up to a cupboard, took down a glass container and handed it to Dr 

Blaiberg.  Inside was Dr Blaiberg’s old heart.  Momentarily stunned in silence, the first man in history to hold 

his own heart in his hands, finally he spoke.  Being a dentist, he plied Prof Barnard with technical medical 

questions for some ten minutes.  Then he turned to take a final look at his heart in the glass container, “So 

this is my old heart that caused me so much trouble”.  He handed it back, turned away and left it forever. 

 

The promise of Jesus by way of the new covenant offers us a new heart in place of the old “that caused 

so much trouble”.  Now that is hope worth trusting. 

 

Alan Cameron 

Trinity, Lynnwood 

7th April 2019 


