
The Majestic Jesus 

Hebrews for Today 

iii. The Danger of Drifting (Heb 2:1-4) 
 

Hebrews is quite different from other books of the New Testament: a sermon in the form of a letter.  It is 

addressed to second generation believers who face circumstances they cannot control.  They are in 

danger of falling away from Christian commitment.  They are weary and their faith is sagging.  

Accordingly, the writer offers a sensitive pastoral response.  Before he resorts to exhortation, he 

highlights sound theology, always good pastoral practice.  Chapter one underscores the majesty of 

Jesus in a profound way: supreme over creation and the cosmos by way of seven arresting statements 

(1:1-4) and supreme over angelic revelation by way of seven quotations from the Greek version of the 

O.T. (1:5-13), seven being the number of perfection. 

 

Having focused on the majesty of Jesus, the writer turns to exhortation (2:1-4) by way of a warning, the 

first of five in the book as a whole.  He is concerned that his readers are drifting away from faith and 

commitment.  The image is two-fold: a ship drifting from its moorings into rough seas and possible 

shipwreck: a precious ring slipping unawares from a finger, the loss only discovered too late.  The 

antidote to slippage is mindfulness, paying careful attention to what they have heard by way of 

scripture and proclamation.  He proceeds from the lesser implications ignoring God’s revelation 

through the ministry of angels in the O.T. as underscored by Paul.  “The law was given through angels 

and entrusted to a mediator” (Gal3:19) and Stephen before the Jewish Council, “the Sanhedrin” 

Moses was in the assembly in the wilderness who spoke to him on Mount Sheba and with our ancestors” 

(Acts 7:38). 

 

He thereafter proceeds to the greater repercussions.  If “violation and disobedience [of such 

revelation] received its just punishment” (v2), “how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation” 

(v3).  As C.S. Lewis reminds us, we don’t simply wake up one morning and decide to abandon the faith 

due to some compelling argument, rather it is insidious and incremental, in the words of the Hebrews 

‘drifting away’ almost unawares. 

 

One needs to be startled into awareness of our great salvation.  Announced by Jesus, confirmed by 

the apostles and attested by signs and wonders, salvation is both privilege and responsibility in a age 

which prefers to keep its options open with a veritable smorgasbord of religious preferences.  To 

suggest that all religions whilst outwardly different are subjectively and experientially the same, is 

simply not true.  As the social commentator Louis Kronenberger put it “The trouble with our age is that 

it is all signpost and no destination”.  He was echoing the words of the Scottish novelist Robert Louis 

Stevenson “To travel hopefully is a better thing than to arrive”.  Whilst that may resonate with fiction, 

the gospel is grounded in the acts of God in history and verifiable facts.  Moreover, the writer is not 

simply content with the exposition and statement of truth.  He seeks a response in the hearts and lives 

of his readers.  Like them, when the gospel is worked out in practice in our lives, we change through 

the means of grace and not simply through self-help and self-effort. 
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