
The Majestic Jesus 

Hebrews for Today 

The Supremacy of Jesus (Heb 1:5-14) 
 

The writer to the Hebrews upholds the uniqueness of Jesus in a world of religious pluralism.  He presents 

seven quotations from the Old Testament to make this point.  He uses the Greek version the Septuagint, 

the wording of which is slightly different from our English version of the Hebrew O.T.  He is concerned 

that Christian converts from Judaism are drifting back to their former religion, whilst others are adding 

new elements loosely based on the O.T. such as angel mediators.   He doesn’t discard the O.T.  

However, its focus is Christ and needs to be read through the lens of the N.T. 

 

The seven O.T. quotations are as follows: 

 

i. To which of the angels did God ever say ‘You are my Son; today I have become your 

Father’.  

These words are from Psalm 2:7 addressed to the King, the Messiah, Jesus the Son of God.  

He is God’s only and honoured Son underscored at his baptism (Mk 1:11) transfiguration 

(Lk 9:35) and resurrection (Rom 1:4). 

 

ii. Or again, ‘I will be his Father and he will be my Son’  

Originally addressed to King David by the prophet Nathan, when God promised that 

David’s dynasty would last forever (2 Samuel 7:4) but now applicable to Jesus. 

 

iii. And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels 

worship Him’. 

Quoting Deut 32:43 (see the NIV margin), since angels worship the Son, he must be 

superior to them. 

 

iv. In speaking of the angels, he says, ‘He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of fire’. 

Taken from Psalm 104:4 the implication is that whilst angels are messengers the Son is 

much more viz Saviour and mediator. 

 

v. But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever …’. 

Originally a wedding psalm for a king in David’s line (Ps 45:6,7) but fulfilled in Jesus, the 

Son. 

 

vi. He also says, ‘In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth and the heavens are 

the work of your hands.  They will perish, but you remain…’ 

The words of Ps 102:25-27 Heaven and earth will pass away, but Jesus remains ‘the same 

yesterday and today and for ever’ (Heb 13:8). 
 

vii. To which of the angles did God ever say, ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies 

a footstool for your feet’? 

A quotation from Psalm 110:1 Jesus is the King seated on the throne alongside the Majesty 

on high. 

 

Five of the seven quotations are from the Psalms, Israel’s poetic hymnbook, a reminder that the 

character of God and more particularly the person and work of Jesus are better understood in the 

context of worship than prosaic discussion and speculation. 
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