
The Majestic Jesus 

Hebrews for Today 

God’s Final Word (Heb 1:1-4) 
 

The first four verses of Hebrews are like an Overture to a Symphony where the melodic theme 

introduces the composition.  The writer is anonymous, more than likely an associate of Paul, concerned 

that Jewish believers faced with opposition were being tempted to revert to Judaism.  He wrote from 

an urban context prior to the destruction of the Temple in AD 70.  He presents a high view of Jesus in a 

pluralistic age similar to ours.  Indeed, the classical scholar E.M. Blaiklock argues that the 20thC, of all 

past centuries, is the most similar to the 1stC by way of religious pluralism.  This is equally true of the 21stC. 

 

Jesus is God’s final word in the midst of a plethora of voices claiming ultimate allegiance.  The 

prophetic witness of the O.T. (v1) in all its variety of genre and context is but a prelude to Jesus “in 

these last days” (v2) i.e. the time frame ever since the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

The writer makes no less than seven points to buttress his argument: 

 

i. Jesus is the appointed heir of all things (v2b) 

Whilst everything belongs to Jesus by right, his particular inheritance is the redeemed 

people of God secured by his death and resurrection. (Heb 2:9) 

 

ii. Through whom he made the universe (v2c) 

As Creator, Jesus’ rule over all is likewise his by right (Jn 1:3; Col 1:16) 

 

iii. Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory (v3a) 

All God’s greatness and majesty shines through his Son.  “The Word became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.” (Jn 1:14) 

 

iv. Jesus is the exact representation of [God the Father’s] being (v3b) 

Just as a coin takes the shape of the die into which it is poured in its molten state, Jesus 

is the direct revelation of the Father. (Jn 14:9) 

 

v. Jesus sustains all things by his powerful word. (v3c) 

Unlike the mythical Atlas carrying the world on his shoulders, Jesus upholds creation 

through his mere presence. (Col 1:17).  The resultant ‘law of predictability’ enables 

scientific research and technological development. 

 

vi. Jesus provided purification for sin (v3d) 

The finished work of Jesus has not only cosmic and eternal implications, but personal 

consequences as well by way of salvation through the cross.   

 

vii. Jesus sat down at the right hand of Majesty in heaven (v3e) 

In doing so Jesus is afforded the place of highest honour and power in the universe. (Ps 

100:1, Matt 26:64) 

 

The writer concludes by stressing Jesus’ superiority to angels who played a pivotal role in revealing 

God’s will to individuals in the O.T. but are now superseded by Jesus (Heb 2:2; Gal 3:19; Col 2:18).  

Angels may well be God’s messengers, but the Son is much more than a messenger.  Angels were 

associated with the giving of the law (Deut 33:1,2) and in Jewish theology they had some responsibility 

for ruling various nations.  All in all, Jesus is superior and worthy of worship alone. 
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Bible Study Notes 

The Majestic Jesus: Hebrews for Today 

God's Final Word 

Heb 1:1-4 

 

1. The writer is convinced that “God spoke”.  How did God speak then and how does he 

speak today? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does he mean by “these last days”? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. F.F. Bruce believes that “Psalm 110 is the key to this letter”, with five references to it 

throughout the letter.  What do you make of Ps 110:1? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The writer presents a high view of Jesus to counter the temptation to fall away from 

commitment to Jesus.  What does this say to our pluralistic age that argues that all 

religions are subjectively the same despite outward appearances? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The writer makes no less than seven points to buttress his argument. 

 

viii. The appointed heir of all things 

Everything belongs to Jesus as God’s Son but what is his particular inheritance? 

(Heb 2:5-9) 

 

 

 

 

 

ix. Through whom he made the universe 

Christ’s rule over all is his by right (Jn 1:3; Col 1:16) 

 

 

 

  



x. The radiance of God’s glory 

How did God manifest his glory in the O.T.?  What is different in the N.T. (Jn 1:14) 

 

 

 

 

xi. The exact representation of his being 

Why is this important (Jn 1:18; Jn 14:9) 

 

 

 

 

xii. Sustaining all things by his powerful word. 

Why is this important wrt ‘the law of predictability’? (Col 1:17) 

 

 

 

 

xiii. He provided purification for sins 

Jesus’ work is not only cosmic and eternal but personal.  What are the 

implications of this for us? 

 

 

 

 

xiv. He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 

Refer to Luke 22:69. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Jesus being superior to angels appears a bit of an anti-climax?  Do you agree? 

Refer to Heb 2:2. Gal 3:19, Col 2:18. 

 

 


