
 

The Right Choice... 

Matt 2:1-12 

 

Have you ever thought about the fact that life is full of decisions and choices that have to 

be made?  It is a simple fact that no one has ever been able to avoid.  There are times 

where we are aware of the decisions and choices that we have to make.  For example, this 

Friday past I knew that I had to make a pretty important decision.  I tried to avoid it for as 

long as I possibly could during Friday morning, but eventually I knew that I had to make this 

decision… to do my own washing.  The other day I noticed that the petrol in my car was 

running a bit low. I knew that at some point I would have to put petrol in, but I put that off as 

well for as long as I could until my car made the decision for me… the little orange petrol 

pump light came on, beeeeeep, because my car screams at me from time to time, and I 

had to make the decision to stop and fill up. 

 

Believe it or not, you have (or at least your brain has) already this morning made countless 

decisions and choices.  When you woke up this morning, you made a decision to wear the 

clothes you are wearing. You made a decision to possibly have that second cup of tea or 

coffee.  You made a decision to leave the house at a certain time.  You made a decision to 

sit in your specific seat this morning.  Of course, what I am referring to with these examples 

are decisions that you and I have made consciously, yet these are not the only kinds of 

decisions that we make.  Every minute of every day, your brain is working and calculating 

non-stop making decisions.  In fact, according to research, the average person will make 

about 35 000 conscious and subconscious decisions per day, and most of the time we are 

completely unaware that this is happening. 

 

You see, while I was looking at this passage in Matthew’s Gospel, there were a number of 

important aspects to this narrative which sprung out.  And this morning I want to focus 

specifically on two. 

 

The first aspect we have to deal with is the kingship of Christ.  Matthew opens his Gospel with 

an introduction to the person of Christ from a historical standpoint.  He draws our attention to 

the genealogy of Jesus in chapter 1, why?  Because in drawing our attention to the 

genealogy of Jesus, Matthew makes it clear that He is born out of the Davidic line thus 

making Him the rightful king of the Jews.  This truth is then reinforced by Matthew in chapter 

2.  He does this by highlighting the question asked by the Magi, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews?”  When the genealogy of chapter 1 and the question asked in 

chapter 2 are looked at together, side by side, Jeremiah 23:5 for example, as a prophetic 

word about the coming of Christ is clearly seen as being fulfilled.  It says, “The days are 

coming declares the Lord, when I will rise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will 

reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.”  Jeremiah was not the only one. 

Prophecies about the coming of Jesus appear through the Old Testament, in Numbers, 

Isaiah, the Psalms, 2 Samuel, Micah… and each of these prophecies are fulfilled through the 

person of Jesus.  He is the rightful, the one true King. 

 

The second aspect I want to deal with this morning looks at the three ‘characters’ 

highlighted in our passage, specifically their responses to Jesus.  Now I want to say that these 

responses are not specific or unique to the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 2 and verses 1-9, no. 

These responses have been seen throughout the Old Testament, throughout the New 

Testament, and throughout history of mankind responding to God and to Jesus.  Each of the 

three characters of this passage represents one of three responses: 

 



 

Firstly, we see King Herod.  When we look at Herod in this passage, the one thing, and 

probably the most obvious thing, that comes to mind is the fact that Herod is a king.  He is 

however not the true king of the Jews.  He was appointed as king of the Jews under Roman 

authority.  Yet his kingship was marred with ruthless acts of violence and murder, killing his 

own wife, killing his own sons, killing his own mother-in-law, his brother-in-law, his uncle as well 

as other family members.  Of course, upon hearing about the birth of Jesus, the true King of 

the Jews, we are told that he was disturbed.  This is because Jesus threatens Herod’s throne 

and authority.  And Herod’s response is one of hatred and hostility. 

 

Secondly, we have the chief priests and teachers of the Law.  This particular group of 

people, while they do not hold the same authority as Herod, do hold a certain amount of 

authority amongst the people, though this authority is strictly human and traditional.  It is 

clear from this passage that the chief priests and teachers of the Law knew about the 

coming of Jesus, the Messiah.  They had the scriptures, the prophecies, it was all laid out for 

them, yet when the time came, when this moment came, they were indifferent.  They 

neither acknowledge Jesus as the true King nor did they outright reject him at this point in 

time, their initial response amounted to a mediocre and cold reference to the prophecy 

found in Micah.  With the coming of the true King, it is possible that their corrupt way of life 

and their political standing within Roman authority would be threatened, they probably 

knew this, but had no idea how to react and indifference was about all that they could 

muster.  

 

And thirdly we have the Magi.  By this time, the term Magi referred to a number of different 

groups of people including those who practiced astrology, dream interpretation, the study 

of sacred writings, the pursuit of wisdom and even magic.  What we need to understand 

from this information is the fact that the Magi were not Jewish.  They were foreigners from the 

East, probably Persia or Southern Arabia.  And yet what we find is this most incredible 

response to Jesus.  This response is one of absolute worship of the one true King.  We are told 

that when they saw the star settle, they were overjoyed.  When they saw the child Jesus with 

Mary, they bowed down and worshipped Him.  They presented Him with treasures and gifts 

that they had brought specifically for Him.  

 

Now I want to say this again.  Life is full of decisions and choices that have to be made.  I 

wish I could tell you that every decision I have made was a good one.  I wish I could tell you 

that every decision I have made was made with the right intentions.  I wish I could tell you 

that every decision in life is as easy as deciding to do the washing or to fill up the car.  There 

have been times, which I am sure you have all experienced at some point, where it is 

extremely difficult to make certain decisions and choices.  We will not always get it right, I 

know I haven’t.  But there is one that I can say with all certainty, one that for the Christian 

faith, one decision, one choice that will change your life for all eternity.  And that is choice is 

Jesus.  You see, the Light has come into the world and it shines so brightly.  He has walked 

among us.  He has walked with us and He continues to do so even this day.  He is knocking 

at the door, waiting, hoping that we would answer.  
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