
 

The Second Sunday in Advent 

Prepare the Way 

Luke 3:1-6 
 

God is more concerned with our spirituality and our relationship with Him 
 

Luke starts the passage by recording seven historical figures because; (i) He wants us to know that this 

is a historic event, (ii) He wants us to know the circumstance the Jewish nation suffered under the 

leadership of these seven figures. The Jewish nation was under the leadership of: The pagan Roman 

Empire (Tiberius Caesar and his governor Pirate), three ungodly local leaders (Herod, Philip and 

Lysanias), and 2 corrupt spiritual leaders (Annas and Caiaphas). Historically, at this time Palestine and 

the rest of the Roman Empire was filled with corruption, struggles for power, political unrest, economic 

crisis, social upheaval, religious apostasy.  In addition to this situation, the nation experienced 400years 

of silence from God. However, this circumstance led to a profound Messianic expectation by the 

Jewish nation (Luke 3:15).  
 

So when John appears on the scene with the message of forgiveness of sin and preparing the way for 

the messiah, there is an overwhelming response from the most of the people (not necessarily the Jewish 

spiritual leaders) who were suffering oppression, because for them, the message of John is not only the 

right message, but also a timely message. Unfortunately, the Jewish nation missed the plot. The Messiah 

was not coming to rescue them from the Roman oppression, but from their spiritual condition. Although 

God was concerned with their outside circumstance, He was more concerned with our spiritual 

condition, and their relationship with Him. 
 

God’s plan of redemption In Isaiah 40 

In John 1:19-22, we read that when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priest and Levites to ask John 

who he was (his identity), he echoed or alluded to Isaiah 40:3: “I am a voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness.”   

But now, let us look closely at Isaiah 40 and see why he alluded to it. 

• Isaiah 40 is a message of hope to the broken-hearted Jewish exiles in Babylon. It is a promise of 

redemption. It is good news from God to those in bondage, saying: “Although your sin, unbelief 

and rebellion have brought you into captivity, I have not given up on you. I will come a redeem 

you.” Years later, under the rule of Darius, God did fulfil His promise and release them from 

captivity, and they went back to their homeland, Jerusalem. 

• Isaiah 40 also serves as a promise of redemption to the broken world through the Messiah who 

would come to set every sinner free from the captivity of sin. This second promise is the one that 

John alludes to. He know that He is the voice, the forerunner of Christ and his mission is to 

prepare heart of people for the coming Messiah.  
 

How is Isaiah 40 a message of comfort or God’s good news to us today? 

• It shows us that God’s plan of redemption is inclusive: In that regard, it gives hope to the 

marginalised, those in the peripheral of society, and those suffering all kinds of oppression, 

discrimination and stereotype (event those that we as Christians have think are hopeless case). 

The free gift of salvation is for everyone, regardless of our different social status, background, 

and race. 

• It also shows us that no human spiritual condition is beyond redemption. Regardless of how far 

sin has taken one into captivity, God’s plan is to deliver sinners from their bondage.  Although 

the spiritual condition of our loved ones might seem to be worsened, there is an assurance that 

God will not give up on them until they are set free from their bondage of sin. 
 

God’s message of redemption 

John’s message of the forgiveness of sins (attained on the cross when Christ took the penalty of our 

sins and paid the price through His death) highlights the problem of sin and God’s divine solution to 

this problem through the Messiah (Our Lord Jesus Christ). The good news of God tells us that: 

• We are all sinners, and that sin is the greatest obstacle to our relationship with God, because it 

separates us from God and it takes us into captivity, where we stand condemned and face 

God’s judgment. 



 

• Through the promised Messiah, we are forgiven, reconciled to God, no longer condemned, 

and partakers of the Kingdom of heaven 
 

When John alluded to Isaiah 40:3, the Jewish leaders, and the religious leaders knew that John was 

alluding to the Messianic section that starts from Isaiah 40 and extends to Isaiah 66. In that regard, John 

was pointing them to the Messiah. John’s message was also a message of judgement to those who 

would not believe in the coming Messiah, who would not repent their sins, turn away from it and turn 

to God.  
 

How we receive redemption 

 

Although God’s free gift of salvation is for everyone, He wants sinners to repent their sins, turn away 

from it, and turn to Him and have faith in Jesus.  We receive our salvation by Grace through faith in 

Christ Jesus and His finished work of salvation on the cross. God wants sinners to repent and turn away 

from sin and turn to Him, However, He will never force us to repent, but, He will never stop working in 

us so that we can come to a point of repentance. 
 

The story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11) is the best example that shows us how true repentance looks 

like. It shows us that, a person who is driven by self and wants life separate from the Father (a 

relationship with God), will be led into a life of sin. This sin will deceive, destroy, and take him/her into 

captivity, where he/she finds herself helpless, hopeless, broken, and unable to save him/herself unless 

he/she turns to the Father (God).  
 

Repentance 
 

As the story unfolds, we see that although self and sin had gotten hold of the prodigal son and had 

taken him so deep into captivity, his Father never stopped thinking of him and waiting for him to come 

back to Him. 
 

However, the story also shows us that the prodigal son came to a point where he saw sin for what it is. 

He came to the point of realization that the life without the Father leads to destruction. He came to a 

point where he was convinced that he could not save himself unless the Father intervenes. He 

admitted his sin, he mourned over his sin, and he was ready to change – to make a turnabout of his 

life. Then he went to his Father and repented his sin. This is how true repentance looks like. It is not just 

feeling sorry for what you have done, it leads to action. True repentance must lead to confession 

(admission of sin), contrition (brokenness and mourning over one’s sins), and conversion (turning away 

from sin and turning to God). 
 

Baptism 
 

When the prodigal son had confessed his sin to his Father, he was forgiven and reconciled to him. Then 

there was a celebration, where all who belong to the Father, all who worked for him came to witness 

and celebrated what had happened. Transformation had happed in the life of the prodigal son. A 

broken relationship with the Father was now renewed.  Publically, the Father said, “My son was dead 

but now he is alive, he was lost but now found. The celebration was outward sign of what the Father 

said had happened in the life of his prodigal son.  

In the same way, our baptism is an outward sin for the inner transformation, where transformation has 

happened inside of us, and our relationship between the Gods through the Son, has been renewed. It 

is a sin that points to God and say, though I was an outsider, separated from God and unable to save 

myself from the captivity of sin, God’s grace found me and through the death of Christ I am saved. 

Although I was dead, now I am found, and though I was lost, but now I am found and belong to God’s 

family. 

 
Jones Liwewe 

Trinity, Lynnwood 

9th December 2018 

 


