
Strength Through Weakness 

ii. Love Hurts 

2 Corinthians 1:12 – 2:11 
 

“This will hurt me more than it hurts you” said Mom reaching for the wooden spoon.  Sounds 

familiar?  Now that corporal punishment has been banished from schools, and increasingly 

questioned whether appropriate in the home, these words may well become a distant memory.  

Be that as it may, love by its very nature hurts.  There are times when authentic love needs to 

inflict pain for love’s sake.  The boomerang effect impacts both parties. 

 

The unkindest cut of all is the accusation that one simply does not care, that one is indifferent to 

the plight of others.  This was the accusation levelled against Paul.  He didn’t really like the 

Corinthians.  He isn’t bothered about them, if he were, he would have visited them as he 

promised.  His nasty letter and cancelled visit simply underscored his disdain for them.  They would 

be better off without him.  After all he is wishy-washy, not a proper Apostle you know.  He doesn’t 

have the right papers.  His gifts don’t measure up.  He’s just a charlatan, a fake.  This was the 

accusation Paul faced from his opponents who had negatively influenced a substantial number 

of house churches in and around Corinth. 

 

Paul knew that spiritual leadership is essentially a call to character.  His concern is not about his 

own reputation rather the reputation of the gospel.  As an Apostle, the recipient of direct 

revelation from God, Paul and the gospel were directly related.  Questions about Paul led to 

questions about the gospel.  So Paul appeals to his sincerity as a hallmark of authenticity.   Truth 

was the means.  Sincerity was the evidence.  Power was the result. 

 

The comedian duo Flanders and Swann may well have tongue in cheek proclaimed “Always be 

sincere whether you mean it or not”.  However, John Stott’s biographer recounts an incident in his 

early ministry.  Billy Graham visited London in the 1950’s.  his preaching filled Wembley Stadium.  

The young rector of All Souls, Langham Place asked himself, “Why should it be that our churches 

are half empty and yet night after night thousands come to hear Billy Graham, and the answer I 

gave myself was this: I believe Billy was the first transparently sincere preacher these people have 

ever heard”. 

 

Paul erred on the side of thinking the best of the Corinthians not the worst.  He continued to do so 

when he was injured by their sin.  He didn’t regard church membership simply as a slogan.  One’s 

personal identity is tied up with the local gathering of God’s people.  As brothers and sisters in 

Christ our lives and destinies are inextricably linked and accountable to Jesus.  We must examine 

ourselves, says Paul, to make sure we are not presuming on God’s grace in the face of flagrant 

sin.  The church is not just a voluntary association, a collection of individuals.  It is a body with a 

corporate identity.  The sin of one member affects the whole.  The pain of one member hurts the 

whole.  The role of the church when faced with sin is corrective discipline with a view to 

restoration.  Loving discipline will always be reluctant discipline.  Final judgement does not lie with 

the church.  That is God’s prerogative. 

 

Paul reminds the Corinthians that the Holy Spirit has made him not just a messenger or purveyor of 

God’s promises, but a living demonstration of their trustworthiness.  He uses three metaphors from 

Roman law of contract to endorse the unshakeable nature of his (and our) convictions: 

 

i. We stand firm in Christ (1:21) 

Our standing is legally binding as in signing a contract.  

 

ii. He set his seal of ownership on us (1:22a) 

A legal act confirming that a document is authentic. 

 

iii. A deposit guaranteeing what is to come (1:22b) 

A deposit made to ensure a contract of sale is certain. 



As such the gospel was not simply the fruit of Paul’s sincerity, it was grounded in the character of 

God.  Similarly our subjective experience, whether pain or joy, may well vary.  But God remains 

constant and true and we can stake our lives upon his promises.  
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