
Grounded in the Gospel 

xiv. Faith Challenged - The Transfiguration of Christ 

Mark 9:2-13 

 
The transfiguration of Christ marks a major turning point in the gospel narrative, for Jesus was 

now getting closer and closer to His suffering and death on the cross. Already, there was 

rising opposition against Him, but despite all this, he had set His mind on Jerusalem, where 

shame, humiliation and death was waiting.  Jesus was ready and willing to face His death 

head on because He knew the impact His suffering and death would have on the nation of 

Israel and the entire world.  

 

The disciple’s faith was challenged by Christ’s suffering and death 

 

Unlike Jesus, the disciples were struggling to grapple with the idea of a suffering Messiah. They 

did not yet understand why Jesus had to suffer and die. The message of Jesus’s suffering and 

death caused unsettling, confusion and discouragement to them, to a point where Peter 

even tried to talk Jesus out of it, but was rebuked by Him.  

 

The disciples had a human understanding of the suffering and death of Christ.  They only saw 

what was on the surface, but did not go beyond Jesus’s pending suffering and death. Their 

faith was challenged. But Jesus was about to change their perception of suffering. After the 

revelation of His glory they would eventually start seeing things from the stand point of 

eternity, just like their master, and this would encourage their faith in the midst of their own 

suffering, knowing that their suffering was achieving for them an eternal glory.  

 

Our faith is challenged by our suffering 

 

Even for us today, there is no area of life that challenges our faith more than the area of 

suffering. We fail to see the glory of Christ and hear the voice of the Father in the midst of our 

own suffering. As I look over this church, there are some who live with cancer or other serious 

illness, some whose children are in serious difficulties, some who have recently lost loved ones, 

some who still carry sadness over the loss of a family member years ago, some who are 

battling financially, some who are estranged from members of their family, some who are 

unemployed, some who are under extreme pressure and stress and so on and so on.  

 

But just like the disciples, some of us may be struggling to come to terms with our suffering. 

Some of us are finding it difficult to have faith in God during times of suffering. The temptation 

is always to give up on God, because we are disappointed by Him. C.S. Lewis wrote, “One 

of the devil’s schemes is to affect the way we think during times of suffering.”  

 

But we must get encouragement in the fact that, “our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all” (2 Cor. 4:17). Charles Hodge 

wrote, “The glory of the Lord breaks out of us in the time of brokenness and suffering.” In the 

midst of the outside collusion, God is building something glorious in us. 

 

Reasons for Transfiguration 

 

This revelation of Christ’s glory was therefore given to His disciples to make the identity of 

Jesus Christ perfectly clear, in the midst of rising opposition, suffering and death. It revealed 

that He is the Lord of Glory, that everything He did pleased the Father, and that He is the one 

to be obeyed. The revelation was given to the disciples to convince and to encourage and 

to strengthen them in their faith and obedience.  

 



1. The Glory of Christ 

 

Christ’s glory was a clear confirmation to the disciples of the truth of Peter’s confession in 8:29. 

This should have encouraged the disciples that no matter what happened in Jerusalem; 

Jesus was the Lord of Glory.  This should also encourage our faith to press on during our trials 

because Jesus is the Lord of Glory. The Scripture says, “Who for the joy that was set before 

Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God.” (Hebrew 12:2) 

 

2. The appearance of Moses and Elijah 

 

Christ was joined by Moses and Elijah to indicate that He was about to fulfil the Law and the 

Prophets. The appearance of these two helps us to understand that just like Moses and Elijah, 

we are also identified with Christ, hidden in Him, secure in Him, belonging to Him, protected 

in Him, and also suffering with Him. But one day, we will be glorified with Him.  

We are also encouraged to think about our life from the standpoint of eternity. Having an 

eternal perspective equips us to see our suffering in the context of the glory that will result 

from our suffering experience. The apostle Paul lived in the powerful reality of the eternal. It 

was a joyful reality, and it made a difference in everything he did. He saw beyond the things 

that he suffered on earth. This future reality of glory helps us endure suffering in the present.  

 

3. The Cloud  

 

The Cloud symbolises the presence of God, the Shekinah Glory. We have the same picture 

of God’s presence in the book Exodus, where the Cloud lead the Jewish nation through the 

desert to the Promised Land. Here in Mark, the cloud is a picture of the breaking of heaven 

into earth to reveal the glory and Identify of Christ. At the most crucial moments of Christ 

ministry, His baptism and now at His Transfiguration, the Father was there, and at both events, 

the Father revealed the Identity of His Son and affirmed Him. The Father was there when Jesus 

needed encouragement in the midst of rising opposition and impending death. And the 

Father was there when the disciples needed a confirmation of their faith. 

 

Conclusion 

 

God’s revelation demands a response. We have the divine instruction to obey Christ’s 

commands. Our love to God demands our obedience to Christ. God’s revelation is given to 

us because God loves us and desires that we be with Him in glory. This revelation encourages 

us to have an eternal perspective of things, to look beyond the difficulties that we are facing 

and look into the greater spiritual reality of God’s glory. If we look at our life at this moment, 

how do we see our trials? Are they burdensome, depressing, overwhelming, worthless, and 

to be avoided at all cost? Or can we rise up higher and see the eternal realm?  
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