
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

An Invitation and a Promise (John 7:37-39) 
 

Last Saturday thousands of people thronged the streets of Windsor to catch a glimpse of 

the royal couple Prince Harry and Megan Markle as they rode past in an open carriage.  

Millions more watched the spectacle on television.  Six hundred invited guests attended 

the wedding in the chapel of St. George. 

 

No less a spectacle was the Feast of Tabernacles some two thousand years ago, where 

the invitation of Jesus was not restricted to 600 people, but was open to all.  Celebrated 

in the Jewish autumn of September and October, the feast recalled God’s provision for 

his people during the wilderness wandering prior to entering the Promised Land.  

Immensely popular, it was simply called the “Feast” by the people.  Josephus the 1st 

century Jewish historian called it the holiest and greatest feast of the Jews.  It lasted 

seven days.  Each day a procession of priests went down the south side of Jerusalem to 

the Gihon Spring which flowed into the Pool of Siloam.  There a priest filled a golden 

pitcher as a choir chanted Isaiah 12:3, “With joy you will draw water from the wells of 

salvation”.  The water was carried back up the hill to the Water Gate, followed by 

crowds carrying a branch of a tree in one hand, reminiscent of the booths in which their 

forebears lived in the desert, and a citrus branch in the other, reminiscent of the 

promised harvest.  The crowd would shake them and sing the psalms of ascent (113-118) 

as they went along.  When the procession reached the temple, the priest would climb 

the altar steps and pour water on the altar while the crowd encircled him and continued 

singing.  On the seventh day of the festival, the procession took place seven times.  It 

was a spectacular celebration.  

 

On this final day, Jesus steps into public view.  With a loud voice he proclaims, “Let 

anyone who is thirsty, come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture 

has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them” (vv37, 38).  As in his day, so in 

ours, Jesus’ invitation is as wide as humanity.  He does not specify the type of thirst.  He 

doesn’t even say “If anyone thirst after me, let them come and drink”.  There are no 

limits.  Whatever the thirst, then come.  The question remains, have we heard the cry of 

Jesus.  Have we responded to his invitation?  If there is a thirst, then come.  You are the 

one to whom Jesus is speaking.  You might well respond, “I’m not sure whether I thirst or 

not after salvation… but I might be dissatisfied or disturbed about something.  Is there not 

some area of my life which is unfulfilled?  Is there not some relationship which has left an 

empty void?”  If that is true of you, take heart.  God has placed that hunger and thirst 

within you, in order that he might fulfil it.  So respond to Jesus’ invitation and come to 

him.  Hear what Jesus said to the crowd, “Turn from your religious ceremonies and come 

to me”.  Nothing short of a relationship with Christ will quench one’s thirst.  He might not 

do so directly, but as you become a conduit of the Holy Spirit and a means of grace to 

others, streams of living water will flow from within you and bring refreshment, life and joy 

for the good of others and the glory of God.  You will become the means by which 

others, in addition to yourself, will be satisfied.  Having drunk deeply from Christ and 

experienced his fullness, his very life will overflow from you to others. 
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