
 

THE GOSPEL OF MARK 

Grounded in the Gospel 

vii. Following Jesus (Mark 3:7-35) 
 

Wherever Jesus went crowds followed him.  They saw him as a celebrity, itinerant 

rabbi.  Attracted by his miracles and healing they gathered in Galilee from far and 

wide: Jewish people from Judea and Jerusalem some 140kms away, Idumea and 

Transjordan culturally diverse, Tyre and Sidon some 70kms away majority Gentile.  

However, Mark regards the crowds as passive onlookers at best, obstructive obstacles 

at worst.   

 

Mark draws an ironic contrast between the crowd who were falling on Jesus to gain 

access to him (v10) and unclean spirits i.e. demons who fell down before him and 

acknowledged his true character as the Son of God (v11).  The fickle crowd see Jesus 

as a mere celebrity.  Supernatural beings recognize his divine nature. 

 

Aware that if he is to fulfil his ministry of teaching and preaching Jesus “called to him 

those he wanted”.  Reminiscent of Moses receiving the law at Sinai and leading the 

twelve tribes of Israel, “Jesus went up on the mountainside… and appointed twelve 

designating them as apostles” (vv13,14), thereby inaugurating as it were the ‘new 

Israel’.  The diverse nature of the twelve is reflective of God’s new community 

transcending cultural, social and political boundaries.  Like them, we too, need to 

learn that discipleship is not what we can do for Jesus, but what Jesus can make of us. 

 

Mark, true to his fast paced narrative, thereafter depicts Jesus and the disciples in a 

house hemmed in by the crowd, prevented from even eating (v20).  He uses a 

typically Markan technique to depict opposition from two different quarters.  

Sandwiched or bracketed between unexpected opposition from his family, is a 

confrontation with “teachers of the law from Jerusalem” (v22) who accuse Jesus of 

being in league with Satan.  Jesus responds by way of two parables thereby 

demolishing their argument and admonishing them of committing the unpardonable 

sin, i.e. ‘blasphemy against the Holy Spirit’ (v29). 

 

Thereafter Jesus resumes his response to his “mother and brothers, standing outside” 

(v31).  “Even his brothers did not believe in him” (John 7:5).  As ‘outsiders’ his siblings 

and mother needed to become part of God’s family; “Whoever does God’s will is my 

brother and sister and mother” (v35). 

 

The sober words of Jesus should give us pause.  The scribes, for all that learning and 

religious authority, deliberately oppose Jesus.  Jesus’ family despite their proximity and 

familiarity, remain outsiders.  Nothing short of a personal response and commitment to 

Jesus by way of a living relationship will suffice.  Biological genes and religious tradition 

simply will not do! 
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