
 

GROUNDED IN THE GOSPEL 

vii. The Power of Forgiveness  

Mark 2:1-17 
 

The funeral of Mrs. Winnie Madikizela-Mandela last Saturday has placed forgiveness and 

reconciliation front and centre in South-Africa.  On a global scale we have seen 

governments and countries engage in potentially deadly tit-for-tat retaliations.  Many 

people regard forgiveness as a sign of weakness.  Revenge for them is the only moral way 

out.  People who live that way tend to think that God is like that too.  As Tom Wright put it, 

“Forgiveness is the most powerful thing in the world.  But because it is so costly, we prefer 

to settle for second best.” 

 

Not so Jesus.  His declaration of forgiveness to a paralyzed man lying prone before him, 

sent shock waves through the community and outraged his religious opponents.  Picture 

the scene.  Jesus returns home to Capernaum.  The house in which he “preached the 

word” (v2b) is choked with people with a crowd thronging outside.  Four intrepid men 

wanting to get their paralyzed friend to Jesus are prevented by the crowd.  Undeterred 

they mount the exterior stone staircase leading to the flat roof.  They prise away the cross 

beams, remove thatch and sticks, dig away the waterproof mud covering and proceed 

to lower the man through the roof and lay him prone at Jesus’ feet. 
 

Jesus is undeterred.  He responds to their faith.  He does not see them as a rude 

interruption, rather an opportunity to respond in compassion to a paralyzed man.  Jesus 

intuitively knew that he needed more than healing of the body.  He needs healing of the 

soul.  So, Jesus addresses him “Son, your sins are forgiven”.  The order, reminiscent of 

Psalm 103:3 – “God forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases”, is significant.  Jesus is 

aware of the order and priority.  Healing is temporal, forgiveness eternal.  The watching 

scribes are outraged.  This is blasphemy.  Forgiveness is God’s prerogative, not this fellow 

from Nazareth.  Jesus challenges their unspoken mindset, by exercising authority as the 

Son of Man, a sign of his divinity, to forgive sins, whereupon the paralytic promptly gets up 

and walks out in full view of them all. 
 

Jesus does what no one else can do.  Notice his priorities.  More important than any 

physical healing is the need for the forgiveness of sins.  In short, our greatest need is 

hidden from human eyes.  The invisible authority of Jesus to forgive sins is revealed in the 

visible healing of a paralytic.  Unlike other miracles which Jesus desired to remain hidden, 

he clearly intends that all should see and note his divine authority to forgive sins. 
 

This motif of forgiveness is traced throughout the N.T.  Quoting Psalm 33:1,2, Paul says 

“Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is 

the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them” (Rom 4:7,8).  Having received 

this gift of forgiveness, we are beholdent to offer it to others: “Be kind and compassionate 

to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” (Eph 4:32) 
 

Forgiveness, may well be counter cultural in our “dog eat dog” world, but it holds the key 

to spiritual health in our relationships with God and other people. 
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