
GROUNDED IN THE GOSPEL 

iii. The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 

Mark 1:6-13 
 

Of all the gospel writers, it is Mark who affirms the humanity of Jesus in a compelling 

way.  Having highlighted the divinity of Jesus right at the outset as “the Messiah, the Son 

of God” (1:1), he underscores the humanity of Jesus.  Jesus grows hungry and thirsty.  

He falls asleep in the prow of the disciples’ boat.  He is unaware of things on one 

occasion.  Mark invites us to enter the drama of his gospel by following the actions and 

activities of Jesus.  The pace is breath taking at times as out preconceived ideas about 

Jesus are challenged to the core.  Mark is more concerned with what Jesus does than 

what he says. 
 

A case in point is the baptism and temptation of Jesus.  Mark is brief and to the point.  

Jesus comes as a solitary figure to be baptized.  He is from Nazareth in Galilee, unlike 

the people from Judea and Jerusalem who flocked to John.  Mark has an eye for 

detail.  Neither the O.T. not the Jewish writings refer to Nazareth.  He speaks of “heaven 

being torn open and the Spirit descending on [Jesus] like a dove”.  Mark does not 

theologize.   He simply describes the scene.  However, the baptism of Jesus by John 

gives one pause.  It is not as if Jesus had to repent for he was sinless.  Rather he is 

identifying, like Isaiah, with the sins of the people.  His anointing with the Spirit was not as 

some assume, empowering Jesus as he commenced his public ministry.  Rather it was 

an affirmation of his role as Messiah, the anointed one. 
 

Immediately thereafter, Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness.  He fasts for forty 

days and is tempted by the devil.  Mark offers no details.  That is left to Matthew’s 

account.  However, one significant detail is unique to Mark; Jesus “was with the wild 

animals” (v13).  Perhaps he adds this as an encouragement to his original readers who 

were suffering persecution in Rome under Nero, some of whom would have been 

draped in the skins of wild animals and thrown to the dogs for the amusement of the 

Emperor. 
 

Matthew tells us that Jesus rebuts the threefold temptation of Satan with Scripture. He 

does not rely on his divine nature to rescue him.  The same resources available to Jesus 

in his humanity are available to us viz.  scripture and the Holy Spirit.  Paul reminds us that 

the sword of the Spirit as the Word of God is the one offensive weapon in our spiritual 

armoury to rebuff the devil (Eph 6:17b).  Moreover, he tells us, “No temptation has 

overtaken you except what is common to mankind.  And God is faithful; he will not let 

you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted he will 

provide a way out so that you can endure it” (1 Cor 10:13). 
 

When Martin Luther was asked how he overcame the devil, he replied; “Well, when he 

comes knocking upon the door of my heart and asks, ‘Who lives here?’ the dear Lord 

Jesus goes to the door and says, ‘Martin Luther used to live here, but he has moved out.  

Now I live here’”.  When Jesus fills our lives, there is no room for Satan. 
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