
 

GROUNDED IN THE GOSPEL 

iv. Jesus proclaims the Kingdom & calls His Disciples  

Mark 1:14-20 & Jonah 3:1-10 
 

In both texts, Mark 1:14-20 and Jonah 3:1-10, the writers (John Mark & Jonah) are trying 

to show us two important things: 

(i)The necessity of the gospel, (ii) The nature of discipleship 

 

THE BOOK OF JONAH 

The story of the City of Nineveh is one that shows the impact that proclamation of God’s 

message has on a life of sinner. Firstly, it brings salvation. Secondly, it demands 

repentance—a radical change of heart. The content of the message shows the problem 

of humanity (sin), its consequence (impending judgement), and solution to the problem 

(God’s plan of salvation). It is a message of hope—the forgiveness of sin. The story also 

shows us that without God, man is lost, and without hope. Salvation of man is the work of 

God alone.  

 

The Necessity of the Gospel 

The city of Nineveh needed to know that they were under God’s judgement because of 

their wickedness. They also needed to know that the penalty of their sins was death. They 

needed to know that God is ready to forgive them and withdrew the judgement if they 

repent and turn away from their wickedness. Through the gospel (the good news about 

God), they were able to know the plan of God. It was through Jonah’s preaching of 

God’s message that they were saved from God’s wrath.  

 

There are a lot of people in our community, in our life, work sphere, that are lost, and that 

need to know that they are lost, and they need salvation. They need to know that the 

gospel demands repentance—a radicle change of heart, and the forgiveness of sin. 

They need this message of hope. We have this treasure that holds the power of God for 

salvation of the lost and we don’t need to sit on the gospel. Let us join God in His mission 

of saving the world by committing ourselves to proclaiming the Gospel with the sense of 

urgency, and with completed obedience and trust. 

 

THE BOOK OF MARK 

The necessity of the gospel in the book of Mark 

Mark 1:14-15 shows us that Jesus primary mission was centered on proclaiming the 

Gospel. It was through this act of proclaiming that people were set free from the 

dominion of Satan. Through the gospel, the people received healing, restoration, and 

salvation.  

 

Mark breaks down Jesus’s message to three points: 

(i) The time has come (ii) The Kingdom of God is near  (iii) Repent and believe 

the good news 

“The time has come” 

Through Jesus, God’s appointed time of restoration had come; a critical moment that 

the people of Israel had been waiting for, a time that the prophets prophesied about 

had now come: God had begun to act in a new and decisive way, bringing His promise 

of ultimate redemption, through the ministry and person of Jesus. The time was fulfilled 

through the person and ministry of Jesus.  For us today, we live in times of refreshing, a 

time of restoration. God is restoring what was lost. He is reconciling the world to Himself.  



 

“The Kingdom of God is near” 

By proclaiming that “the Kingdom of God is near,” Jesus referred the Kingdom to the 

reign of God through His appearance and ministry. This reign of God would see the Old 

Testament promises being fulfilled; it would set people free from the bondage of sin, 

sickness and demonic powers. It would change the way the marginalised, the outcast, 

the poor, and those on the fringes of society were treated. God’s reign would lift up the 

oppressed and set the captives free. 

 

“The reign of God meant that the promises of the Holy Spirit is once again being active 

and soon dwelling in every believer, but the final consummation still lying in the future—

the already but not yet view.”(Darrell Bock) 

 

“Repent and believe the good news” 

A faithful response to the proclamation of the gospel is necessary. Provision has been 

made for men to repent, but there is no time for delay. Repentance is a radicle decision 

that sinner have to make. Repentance always works with believing, these two can never 

be separated. The radical change of heart must cause us to have faith in God. 

 

The nature of discipleship 

When Jesus called Simon, Andrew, James, and John to follow Him, it was a call to 

discipleship 

 

1. It is God who does the equipping 

It is not on the basis of our wisdom, education, status, that we have been called, but 

because of the foreknowledge, grace and Love of God. He does not call the equipped 

but equips the called. He is the one who does the equipping. 

 

2. It is a call to be fishers of men 

The call to be fishers of men and woman is a call to the task of gathering sinner in view 

of the impending judgement of God. It extends the demand for repentance and 

believing in Jesus’s death as sufficient means of salvation. Just like the disciples of Jesus, 

the immediate function of those called to be fishers of men and woman is to accompany 

Jesus as witnesses to the proclamation of the nearness of the Kingdom and the necessity 

for men to turn to God through radical repentance.  

 

3. It is an act of continuous following and complete obedience 

Disciples are called to follow the person—Jesus Christ. It is in the act of a continuous 

following and complete obedience that makes you who fishers of man. 

The matters and concerns of the Kingdom of God are more important than the matters 

and concerns of this world, because they have eternal value. However, this does not 

mean that we must forsake our families and our profession, but it does mean that their 

spiritual life and salvation of family and friends becomes our primary concern, and that 

we have to try to get rid of everything in our lives that may stand in the way of our 

proclaiming of the Gospel. 
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