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SERMON: “I HAVE HEARD YOU CALLING” 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 and John 1:43-51 

 

James 1:19-20 New International Version (NIV. Listening and Doing. 19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: 

Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not 

produce the righteousness that God desires. 

 

I have spent my working life in the practice of law. And much of this has been in 

litigation. The art of advocacy is to present the facts and the argument in such a way 

that the Judge will not only hear the words spoken, but will understand them and 

make a decision based on your argument. 

You want the Judge not only to hear you, but also to listen to you.  

If our hearing is not impaired, “hearing” is something which happens to us as a natural 

process when someone speaks.  

“Listening” is something we need to do consciously – we need not only to hear, but 

to take in, consider and respond.1  

I know that sometimes when I am watching sport and Sue calls me to help in the 

kitchen I don’t “hear” immediately – meaning I hear but I don’t listen. 

I am sure as children there were times when you heard your parents calling you to 

stop playing and to come in to bath. But did you listen? That was another question! 

And the excuse? “Sorry I didn’t hear you”. When the truth was: “I heard you but I did 

not listen”. 

“Hearing” and “Listening”. 

Can you relate to this? 

I set the sermon topic “I have heard you calling” in early December after considering 

the readings for today. I did so before Alan preached 2 weeks ago on the Matthew 

                                                 
1 Grammar: Hear or listen (to)? ‘Hearing’ is an event; it is something which happens to us as a natural process. 

‘Listening’ is an action; it is something we do consciously. … 

https://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/listen-more-talk-less-calm-down/
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passage2 and before Lincon preached last week on the passage from Isaiah 6. Strong 

and clear messages from Alan and Lincon. The three of us didn’t discuss the messages 

we would share. But as I prepared I saw a guidance of these messages not from us. 

Alan preached on the parable of the separation of the sheep and the goats. The 

listeners in both groups react with surprise to this parable. The one group because they 

were separated out as having cared for Jesus when in need. And the second group 

separated because they had not cared for Jesus when He was in need. Both groups 

asking in effect the same question.  

8 When did we see you hungry, thirsty, a stranger ,,, , or needing clothes …? 39 When 

did we see you sick or in prison … ?’ 

And Jesus answering:  

“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 

for me.” 

“Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did not do for me.” 

And then we were reminded of the eternal consequences for the two groups. The 

one to “go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

What I have been pondering is this. What does this mean for you and me in South 

Africa where a huge section of our population faces enormous poverty, sickness and 

lack of opportunity? Will I be judged if I do not assist every person in need around me? 

I cannot meet all of the demands for financial and other assistance that face me. 

At some point many of us face, or will face, what is called “donor fatigue” or 

“compassion fatigue”3. 

Hold that thought. 

And Lincon preached on Isaiah 6.  Isaiah being asked by the Lord “Whom shall I 

send?” and Isaiah answering: “Here am I. Send me!” 

And then Isaiah being called on to tell the people:   

                                                 
2 Matthew 25:31-46. I preached a sermon on this passage recently at St Marks and I draw on my thoughts in that 

message. 
3   Compassion fatigue. Noun. Mass noun. “Indifference to charitable appeals (by or) on behalf of suffering people, 

experienced as a result of the frequency or number of such appeals.” 
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“‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’” 

Isaiah to do this because of the failure of rebellious Israel to listen and to respond to 

God’s Word and teachings. This is to have the  

“… ironic but justly deserved effect of hardening the callous hearts of Israel 

ensuring the truth of the warnings of judgment”.4 

And why: “Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand 

with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” 

And the questions raised by Lincon included the following. Are we truly listening and 

responding to God’s Word? And do we respond when this will require us to move 

outside of our comfort zones? 

I ask that you hold this thought as well as we look at this morning’s passages. 

The first is the passage from 1 Samuel which deals with the Lord calling the young 

Samuel in the night. 

Hannah prayed that she would be able to have a child saying:  

“LORD Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, 

and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the LORD 

for all the days of his life …” 

And when Samuel was born she took him to Eli at the House of the Lord5 as she had 

promised. There Samuel served under Eli. We read about being called in the night. 

Three times Samuel goes through to Eli after hearing his name called. But Eli says that 

he did not call Samuel.  

“Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie 

down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’”” 

And when Samuel hears the call again he answers:  

“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

                                                 
4 Footnote on page 1020 in NIV Study Bible dealing with Isaiah 6:8-10 
5“24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of 

flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. 25 When the bull had been sacrificed, 

they brought the boy to Eli, 26 and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As surely as you live, I am the woman who 

stood here beside you praying to the Lord. 27 I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. 

28 So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there.”  
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And then God’s plan for Eli and his sons is revealed to Samuel. Samuel has heard the 

voice calling, but was at first not able to understand. But then Samuel is ready and he 

answers:  

“I have heard your call.” 

Samuel heard the Lord calling and he responded. 

In the second passage we read about Philip and Nathanael being called to follow 

Jesus. 

Nathanael hears what Philip says but can’t accept what he hears. He asks:  

“How can any good come from Nazareth?”  

But then Jesus reveals that He knows Nathanael.  

“I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 

And He goes further saying greater things will be revealed to you.6 He refers to Jacob’s 

vision of a ladder resting on the earth and reaching to heaven with angels ascending 

and descending.7 Nathanael’s scepticism and prejudice turn to acceptance. Now 

Nathanael both hears and listens, bringing him to understanding. Nathaniel now says: 

“I have heard your call.” 

Not because of anything Jesus did, but because Jesus shows that He is the one to 

reveal God’s glory to Nathanael and the world.  John van de Laar writes this8: 

“In both of these stories, the relationship began with God revealing God’s self 

to the person. As they encountered God’s glory, they found themselves 

irresistibly drawn to God, and their lives were changed. Then, as a result of this 

encounter, they became people who reflected God’s glory and proclaimed 

God’s message to their world. Both of these stories show that God takes the 

                                                 
6 50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 

He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending 

on’ the Son of Man.” 
7 Genesis 28:10-12 first mentions "Jacob's Ladder" when it says, "Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he 

reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it 

under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream in which he saw a stairway/ladder resting on the earth, with 

its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it."  

It is in this passage that God reveals Himself to Jacob and reaffirms the covenant He made with Abraham, promising 

Jacob (who will later be named Israel) that his offspring will be many and that the Promised Land will one day 

belong to his descendants. This from: https://www.gotquestions.org/Jacobs-ladder.html  
8 See Sacredise by John van de Laar at http://sacredise.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/2018-01-14-20.pdf  

https://www.gotquestions.org/Jacobs-ladder.html
http://sacredise.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/2018-01-14-20.pdf
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initiative in inviting us – calling us. The starting point, though, is always God’s 

choice to manifest God’s glory.” 

From these passages we take the following: 

 How we live and respond to those around us in the light of God’s revealed Word 

will have eternal consequences for us. But what does this mean for us here at Trinity 

in Tshwane? 

 We need to be ‘ever hearing and understanding; ever seeing and always 

perceiving’ so that our hearts, ears and eyes will not become calloused, dulled 

and closed. 

 We need to respond to God’s Word even though this moves us outside our comfort 

zone. But when and how do I do this? 

 We need to “open our heart and our senses to the glory of God around us and 

listen for God’s call”9 and then to respond by reflecting Christ in our lives and by 

proclaiming Christ’s message. 

As I mentioned I have been grappling with what this means for you and for me now 

here at Trinity in Tshwane. What is the practical application? 

A couple we knew emigrated to New Zealand. And not long after they got there we 

heard from the wife that the best thing was that “there is no longer any poverty”.  Of 

course, if she meant that there was no longer any poverty in the world, she was wrong. 

She was right if she meant she was no longer confronted by poverty everywhere she 

went on a daily basis. 

I know that each one of you will have felt concern for the huge number of people in 

our country who live in poverty without any prospect of a job and yet at the same 

time felt that you can’t solve the problem? And in any event you ask yourself: what 

difference will it make if I help one person in a small way when the problem is so big, 

and the numbers so great? 

I think it is a real stress that we all face in South Africa: both those who have resources 

and those who don’t. 

We get overwhelmed with a sense of frustration and helplessness. Can you relate to 

this? 

                                                 
9 John van de Laar. 
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And the stress goes up for me when I hear again the words of Jesus in the parable: 

“ 42 …for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 

and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 

I worry that if I refuse to help each person who arrives at my gate asking for money or 

who walks up to my car at an intersection that I am refusing to help Jesus. 

The message is stark and to be taken to heart. But it is not only the message of what 

lies ahead in judgment. It is also a lesson in how we are to live today. How we are to 

intentionally cultivate the habit of simple practical expressions of love. Small actions 

can have big results. Remember the story of the little girl on the beach covered in 

stranded starfish. She was throwing them back into the sea. A man stopped and said:  

“Why are you doing that? There are thousands of them. You can't save them. 

You can't even begin to make a difference”.  

She bent down picked up another one and threw it into the sea and said.  

“Well, I made a difference to that one!” 

The reaction of those called righteous is very revealing.  

They are surprised. It is not for profit or to earn anything that they have acquired the 

habit of carrying out simple practical expressions of love. They have done this as part 

of their daily lives as part of living their lives as an offering and as an act of worship.  

They have done this because they see God’s worth in their brothers and sisters.  They 

have not eliminated poverty and the needs of all around them. Jesus said the poor 

will always be with us10.  But those hearing these words would also have known the 

passage from Deuteronomy:  

                                                 
10 See John 12:8. I read this in an article: “It just so happens that in saying "The poor you will always have with you," 

Jesus was quoting another well-known Biblical phrase - from a well-known passage of the Jewish Torah. Everyone 

hearing him back then would have caught his drift. Here's the full original quote: 

“If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within your land that the Lord your God 

is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against your poor brother, but you shall open your 

hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be...For the poor you will always have with you in 

the land. Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in 

your land.’" (Deut 15:7-11) 

So, reading Jesus' words in their original context you can see that His words were meant to spur generosity towards 

the poor. "Open wide your hand!" The command to be open-handed towards the poor comes directly from Yahweh 

himself. ”From: http://www.craiggreenfield.com/blog/thepooryouwillalwayshave  

http://www.craiggreenfield.com/blog/thepooryouwillalwayshave
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“11 There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to 

be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your 

land.” 

In Galatians11 we read that:  

“The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself in love”.  

By serving and caring for others the followers have shown two things: 

1. Love and service for their brothers and sisters, their neighbours as taught 

by Christ; and  

2. Obedience in doing good works for Christ’s sake. 

Serving others is not undertaken to earn salvation. It is our response to what Jesus has 

done for us and who He is. Serving is not to be a burden but to be something that is 

deep inside us, in our very DNA as Christians. Serving becomes this when we cultivate 

the habit of carrying out simple practical expressions of love. 

 

And as we intentionally listen and consider the call to action we are to respond like 

Isaiah and Samuel: Here I am Lord send me. We are not to respond like Moses: Here I 

am Lord, send Aaron. 

Too often my prayer is “Lord show me what is to be done”, when the prayer should be 

“Lord I know what is to be done. Give me the strength and courage to do it”. 

Too often like Moses we start to negotiate with God. “I don’t really speak well in 

public”. “Please show me how this is going to work before I start”. “I don’t really have 

time right now Lord”. “I am actually retired Lord”.  “I am actually an introvert, please 

send Ben”. Or: “Lord I am leaving this to session, they have been appointed to make 

things work.” 

“Lord I know what is to be done. Give me the strength and courage to do it”. 

                                                 
11 Galatians 5:6 

https://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=https://i0.wp.com/www.stevethomason.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Galatians-2000-3.jpg?resize%3D649,330%26ssl%3D1&imgrefurl=https://www.stevethomason.net/2017/05/30/freedom-to-serve/&docid=Qgmdwq34PrxNjM&tbnid=ipsJVelocU8a6M:&vet=10ahUKEwjqkLC08cnXAhViKcAKHeyjDeUQMwiGAShAMEA..i&w=649&h=330&bih=938&biw=1920&q=galatians 5:6&ved=0ahUKEwjqkLC08cnXAhViKcAKHeyjDeUQMwiGAShAMEA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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By grace we are assured of salvation. But salvation is not the destination on this journey 

of following Christ. And this applies from the earliest stage of your journey to the end 

of your journey on this earth. When we retire from our jobs we do not retire from 

answering the call to follow Christ. We are in a new season, but the journey continues. 

I have often thought of Joshua who at the time when he must have been thinking of 

taking it easy was told12:  

“You are now very old, and there are still very large areas of land to be taken 

over.” 

And what was he to do? To take over all the regions of the Philistines and the 

Geshurites, all of the land of the Canaanites and all of Lebanon. 

“Lord here I am, send me!” 

I believe these three messages are a call to us as individuals and as the congregation 

here at Trinity. It is a time to pause in prayer and to recalibrate what we are doing and 

how we are responding. 

I started by saying that the challenges in our community, city, our country are so great 

that it feels as if nothing we do will make a difference.  

But this is not true.  

Remember the starfish story13.  

Don’t be put off by the feeling that you cannot make a difference. Small actions can 

have big results. And the challenge to you is to cultivate the habit of carrying out 

simple practical expressions of love. Expressions of love that become part of you. 

Today, feed, clothe, visit or communicate with someone who needs to be loved, and 

look for Christ in them14. Let them see Christ in you. Let the community see Christ in 

what we do as Trinity inside and outside the courtyard. 

                                                 
Joshua 13:1-5. Land Still to Be Taken. “13 When Joshua had grown old, the LORD said to him, “You are now very old, 

and there are still very large areas of land to be taken over. 2 “This is the land that remains: all the regions of the 

Philistines and Geshurites, 3 from the Shihor River on the east of Egypt to the territory of Ekron on the north, all of it 

counted as Canaanite though held by the five Philistine rulers in Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron; the territory 

of the Avvites 4 on the south; all the land of the Canaanites, from Arah of the Sidonians as far as Aphek and the border 

of the Amorites; 5 the area of Byblos; and all Lebanon to the east, from Baal Gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo 

Hamath.” 
13 For a visual expression of the impact of a little girl putting some coins in the hat of the sole musician playing in the 

square watch this: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj6r3-sQr58  
14 John van der Laar. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj6r3-sQr58
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Reach out to some people because they are followers of Christ. And reach out to 

others because they are not followers of Christ.15 

You will need to accept that you will come into contact with many persons looking 

for help from you that you cannot assist. Be released from this. But there will be others 

that you can help with a new mind-set.  

There was an advert on television recently where a car guard explains that he is 

actually a trained teacher with a family and children but that he cannot get a job at 

this time. Make a point of having change available if you can, so that you can make 

a payment and do it with love rather from a feeling of irritation. I am trying to do this 

although not always succeeding. I know of persons who carry some fruit, some 

sandwiches or snacks so that they can hand these out. Maybe you have some clothes 

that are rarely or never used. Look for somebody that can really use them. You can 

do this individually or through the congregation. Ask Malcolm or Sue how you can 

help in our Charisma outreach. 

Sometimes the small practical expressions of love may be no more than a word, a 

smile or a friendly “Good morning, how are you?” that is really meant.  Often it may 

be to stop talking and to really listen to someone who is troubled or in need. Make a 

habit of simple practical expressions of love. Today, feed, clothe or visit someone who 

needs to be loved, and look for the Christ in them. 

“The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself in love”. Galatians 5:6 

 

Gordon Hay 

Trinity, Lynnwood 

14th January 2018 
 

                                                 
15 John Piper writes: “So I conclude: If we are a true church, if we are true disciples of Jesus, then we will 

be drawn to show mercy to some suffering people precisely because they are Christians. And we will be 

drawn to show mercy to other suffering people because they are not Christians. We will be like our 

Heavenly Father, when we love his children and love our enemies. And that love means “doing good” 

to them.” From: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/doing-mercy-to-the-brothers-of-jesus-and-

the-broken-neighbor 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/doing-mercy-to-the-brothers-of-jesus-and-the-broken-neighbor
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/doing-mercy-to-the-brothers-of-jesus-and-the-broken-neighbor

