
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ISAIAH 

ii. Lament for God’s Vineyard 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

 

Isaiah exercised his prophetic ministry at a time of unique significance, a pivotal point 

between the birth of the nation under Moses and the coming of Jesus the Messiah.  The 

old world was passing away.  An entirely new order, the age of empires, was emerging.  

Where would Israel stand in that new world?  Would she rely on God alone for salvation, 

or resort to the political machinations of her kings?  Would she be swallowed up in a 

world empire or would she resist the march of the new world system.  This was the 

scenario which confronted Isaiah.  His ministry covered some forty years in this 

momentous period for Judah and Jerusalem.  Building on Deuteronomy 28 Isaiah was 

clear: if blessing is to come to the people there has to be repentance and a resolve to 

act rightly in their dealings with others, if not disaster would follow. 

 

And so Isaiah takes up a lament on behalf of God.  He sings the blues by way of a 

poetic parable in three part harmony.  The Song of the Vineyard illustrates what almost 

every family in Israel and Judah knew: the cultivation of a vineyard required care and 

attention for a long time.  In this song, the farmer (God) has done everything possible 

for his vineyard.  The “fertile hillside” (v1) required hard work.  Terraces had to be built. 

The best top soil had already been washed away and needed to be lugged back up, 

bag after bag.  Stones had to be removed (v2) and used to build walls around the 

terraced fields to prevent soil erosion.  In addition a hedge was erected to protect the 

vines against marauding animals (v5b). 

 

This done, the farmer obtains the choicest stock for planting (v2), cultivated from the 

cuttings of successful vines.  It would take six years before the vineyard produced high-

quality grapes.  Removing weeds and pruning the branches required intensive work.  

Finally, given the distance of the family home from the terraced field, the farmer also 

built a watch tower which served as temporary accommodation during harvest. 

 

Isaiah’s image of the vineyard is strikingly appropriate.  The vine was a symbol of Israel 

(Psalm 80:8,9).  God had bought Israel as “a vine out of Egypt”, meticulously cared for 

and blessed.  He had every reason to expect good grapes but only found “bad fruit” 

(v2).  The unimaginable had happened and so the Lord removed his “hedge" of 

protection (v5) and the people went into exile. 

 

Isaiah’s prophetic eye saw the coming of Christ as the only means of salvation.  Where 

Israel had failed, the Messiah would triumph.  He is the “true vine” (John 15:1).  When 

we remain in him, in union with him, his Spirit works within us.  We are not called to a life 

of self-improvement.  Our calling is to remain in Christ, following him through his word, 

prayer, worship and service.  Lifting our faces to the Lord we ask him to do his work in 

our life, that we might bear the fruit that he deserves. 
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