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A LIFE-TRANSFORMING CONNECTION SUMMARY 

Jesus death is near. He has taught, heal, cast out demons and perform all kinds’ 

miracles in the whole of Israel. Everywhere He has been people glorified God because 

of the fruit that came out of His life.  Unfortunately, unlike Jesus, the nation of Israel 

has not borne any fruit.  And now in chapter 15 of the Gospel of John, Jesus addresses 

their failure to produce fruit by using a parable of the true vine, with Him being the true 

vine, His Father the Gardener and His disciples the branches.  

In the Old Testament the vine is a common symbol of Israel, the covenant people of 

God (Ps. 80:1-16; Isa. 5:1-7; Jer. 2:21; 12:10; Ezek. 15:1-8; 17:1-21; Ho. 10:1-2). An 

amazing fact is that whenever historic Israel is referred to under this figure it is the 

vine’s failure to produce good fruit that is emphasized, along with the corresponding 

threat of God’s judgement on the nation. In the Gospels, Jesus Himself used the 

parable of the vine and vineyard, and every time it portrayed Israel, or a part of Israel, 

being far less fruitful than ought to have been the case. D.A. Carson explains that, 

“Now, in Contrast to such failure by Israel, Jesus claims, “I am the true vine”, 

meaning, the one to whom Israel pointed, the one that brings forth good fruit.” 

This was good news to His disciples and for us today because by connecting to Jesus 

and remaining in Him, we are able to able to bear fruit and be more fruitful, thereby, 

living a life that brings glory to both the Father and the Son. Therefore, the message 

of John 15:1-17 is this; 

As Christians, you have been chosen to live a life that glorifies God, which can 

only be accomplished in Christ Jesus. It is a life that demands our obedience to 

Christ and love for him and one another. As we do so, we bear fruits.  

There are 4 points found in this passage that describes Jesus’ accomplishments 

(though His death) in our lives as true believers. 

(1) Christ Jesus gives us life. 

In Acts 17:28, Paul says, “For in Him, we live and move and have our being.”  

Verse 5 shows us that as branches, we get our life from the true vine, Christ Jesus. 

Our union with Christ Jesus is therefore a living one, where the life, the sap, the 

fatness, and the fruitfulness of the vine communicate themselves to the branch.  As 
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long as we remain in Him, we have life and able to bear fruit, but without Him we can 

do nothing.  

It is a relationship that has been initiated by Christ Himself; it is the work of God only. 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 

fruit.” (John 15:16).  

Christ Jesus therefore has brought us into a life- giving and life- transforming union, 

where He is alive and active in and through us and where the father in His sovereignty 

watches over this union and natures our spiritual productiveness. 

(2) Christ Jesus enables us to accomplish our Godly purpose  

In Christ Jesus, we live a purpose driven life and verse 2 explains God’s purpose for 

us; that we bear fruit and become more fruitful. The parable clearly indicates that it is 

expected of every true believer to bear fruit. Those branches that do not bear fruit will 

be cut off by the Father, meaning; they will be judged both now and on the day of 

judgement by the Father. However, those branches that do bear fruit will be pruned 

by the Father so that they will be more fruitful, meaning; they will go through a spiritual 

discipline (Hebrews 12:9-10) or cleansing by the Father. This process is painful but 

makes us holy and enables us to be more fruitful. 

NB: the Father may use already existing external circumstances to prune us. This 

however does not mean He allows bad external circumstance to happen so that He 

can use is on us, but because it may be the most effective tool to bring us closer to 

Him and Christ. 

(3) Fullness is only experienced in Christ Jesus 

Our fullness is found in Christ alone because in Him all the fullness of the Deity lives 

in bodily form (Col. 2:9). Outside this union with Christ, there is nothing that can make 

us whole or complete. We need to experience this fullness of God in us always (The 

work of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit), for us to bear fruit. This is why the 

command repeated by Jesus throughout the passage is, “remain in Me,” (verse 4, 

5, 7) so that we can always experience this presence and work of the Trinity in Christ 

to be able to bear fruit. It is complete dependent for life and fruitfulness on the vine to 

which we are attached. The warning here for us is to never try to bear fruit to glorify 
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the Father outside the Son because it is impossible, it will only be religious acts, just 

like the nation of Israel. It is this persevering dependence on Him compelled by faith 

in Him that will also prove effective in my prayer life (verse 7, 16), since all I ask for 

conforms to the will of God. When we remain in Him, we also share in His complete 

joy, which makes our joy complete (verse11). 

(4) In Christ Jesus we experience and share in the Divine love  

When we remain in Christ and His command it shows our love to Him, then the Father 

will lavish His love on us, in the same way He did with the Son (verse 9-10). Chris is 

therefore the mediator of the divine love, the love that we now experience. And this is 

divine love “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 

whoever believes Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Verse 

13 shows us that this divine love was demonstrated at the cross of Calvary. Because 

we are partakers of this divine love (verse 12), Jesus has commanded us to share this 

love with others. This means that the fruit we bear, we bear to give away to those 

around. It is from the people who benefits from our fruit and people that have we 

shared Christ’s love with, who glorifies the Lord, because of Christ’s life witnessed in 

us. 

Application 

Your fruit must therefore; 

• Be purely born out of a persevering dependence on Christ alone, out of faith in 

Christ alone and not the work of man’s wisdom and strength. 

• Reflect your entire life or life-style. It must a true representation of how you live 

your life before God and men. Godly fruit will only come from a godly life-style 

• Your fruit must be able to accomplish your call as Christ’s witness. 

Conclusion 

D. A. Carson said, “We must remember that the fruit that issue out of our obedient 

faith-union with Christ lies at the heart of how Jesus brings glory to his Father. 

Failure to honour the Son is failure to honour God.” 


