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John the Baptist’s ministry in preparing the way for the coming of Jesus, 
challenged the religious and political leadership of the day.  From the 

wilderness, the symbolic place of Israel’s purity, he called the people to 
return in repentance to God.  In so doing he combined the prophetic and 

priestly roles.  This call to the covenant nation to come to the Jordan for 
baptism as a sign of forgiveness of sins, was heeded by vast numbers of 

people.  This represented a sharp challenge to a compromised High Priest 
who oversaw an elaborate system of temple sacrifice for atonement of 

sins. 

 
This is the brief background to the gospel narrative which begins with 

v29, ‘The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’’  Taking his cue 

from Isaiah 53:7 in which a lamb (indefinite article) is used as a metaphor 
for the Messiah, John transforms the metaphor into a definite article ‘the 

Lamb of God’.  Whilst this clearly refers to substitutionary sacrifice for 
sins, the lamb in this instance is no passive victim ‘led like a lamb to the 

slaughter’.  Instead Jesus reminds us in John 10:17,18 ‘I lay down my 
life, that I may take it again.  No one takes it away from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord.’  The lamb here is victor, not victim.  He who 
‘takes away’ sin is not himself ‘taken away’ by anyone or anything.  The 

symbol of a lamb refers not to Christ’s gentleness, rather his purity as a 
fit sacrifice for sin. 

 

Having alluded to Christ’s baptism, our passage goes on to describe an 
incident the following day.  In the presence of two of his disciples, John 

once again refers to Jesus as ‘the Lamb of God’ (v35), whereupon, in 
response to John’s witness, they become disciples of Jesus.  In so doing 

they offer principles of discipleship for others to emulate.  In response to 
Johns observation ‘Look the Lamb of God’, they follow Jesus.  Their 

response to Jesus’ question, ‘what do you want?’  is a counter question, 
‘where are you staying?’ whereupon Jesus invites them to ‘come and you 

will see.’ (v39) Their personal encounter and experience of Jesus, led to a 
life of discipleship.  One of the disciples in question, Andrew, finds his 

brother Simon and relays his encounter with Jesus, ‘We have found the 
Messiah’, whereupon Simon is given a new name, Peter, by Jesus as an 

imprimatur of his discipleship. 
 

At first glance this seems to differ from the call of the first disciples in the 

synoptic gospels, which occurs around the Sea of Galilee, and not in the 



wilderness around the Jordan River.  John’s account, written after the fall 

of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple in AD70 is one of historical 
writing making a theological statement.  Disciples would follow a rabbi or 

teacher of their own choosing, as reflected in v38.  However, the synoptic 
gospels recount Jesus choosing his disciples whom he refers to as 

apostles.  The incident described here may well be a precursor to the 
latter, whereby Jesus chooses twelve apostles out of a larger group of 

disciples or followers which would have included Andrew and Peter. 
 

The principle of discipleship highlighted in our passage is still applicable 
today.  It involves commitment and content.  It requires discipleship of 

the heart and mind.  John uses no less than five different titles to 
describe Jesus in this passage and the next, ‘the Lamb of God’ twice 

(vv29,36) ‘Gods Chosen One’ (v34), Rabbi/Teacher (v38), ‘King of Israel’ 
(v49) and ‘the Son of Man’ (v51).  The character of Jesus is multi-faceted.  

No one description or title does him justice.  Commitment to him involves 

spiritual growth and maturity as we begin to understand and stand under 
his person and work as we follow where he guides and leads. 
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