Worship Matters
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v. The Purpose of Christian Meetings

‘Encourage one another’

Hebrews 10: 24, 25
1. Christians meet together primarily for the purpose of encouragement 

         (Heb 10: 24 – 25). What does the writer mean by the words ‘and all the more 

         as you see the Day approaching’? Why as Christians do we need

         encouragement? What role does our corporate worship play in this regard?

2. Paul uses a similar word viz edification (1 Thess 5: 11) ie. building each other up. Why do you think that this is the true test of Christian gatherings 

         (1 Cor 14:12)?

3. How does God provide the encouragement and edification we need so much (Eph 1: 13 , John 10: 27)? Consider the words of John Calvin  ‘The church is seen where Christ appears and where His word is heard’.

4. What role does the ministry of the word play in the life of the church?

         (1 Pet 2: 2; Acts 2: 42; Col 3: 16; Eph 4: 15)

5. Why is the nature and role of Christian prophecy a contentious subject?

         (Eph 2: 20; Eph 3: 4-5) If N.T. prophets received direct revelation from God, 

         now that the foundation has been laid and the N.T. completed what is the role

         of prophecy today?

6. How do you respond to Paul’s charge to Timothy not to look so much for new revelation from God but to protect the revelation already received from the apostles and preserved in the New Testament? (2 Tim 1: 13, 14; 2 Tim 2: 2; 2 Tim 4:2)

7. What is the role of pastors and teachers? (Eph 4: 11 – 13) IF ministry is the responsibility of all the members of the church, where do you see yourself fitting in? How does  the whole church grow in maturity? How do we look out for one another and meet each other’s needs? (Rom 13:8; 1 Thess 5: 11; Heb 10: 24; 1 Pet 4: 9; Col 3: 16; Eph 5: 19; Rom 16: 16; Gal 5: 13)

8. Are ‘spiritual gifts’ (literally gifts of God’s grace) the preserve of a select ‘gifted’ group of believers? (1 Cor 12: 13)  Why then has the exercise of some gifts caused controversy and division? What does Paul mean by ‘follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts …’ ?(1 Cor 14: 1)

9. Do you believe that love sometimes requires us not to use our gifts? How do I exercise restraint in this regard? How do I seek to be used by God to bless others? How do I develop a mind-set with regard to church of not so much ‘What can I get out of it?’  but also ‘How can I contribute? How can I help to build others up? Is there a visitor I can welcome? A lonely person I can listen to? A disheartened person to encourage?’ The opportunity to exercise gifts of grace is limitless. 

�








