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iv. The Place of Music and Singing

‘Sing and make music in your 

heart to the Lord’

Ephesians 5:19
Music plays an important role in the Bible. From Moses who sang a song of praise after the Exodus to Paul and Silas singing in jail in Philippi, we are encouraged to sing and make music to the Lord.

1. As important as music is, do you agree that it is possible to survive in our faith without it? Consider Romans 10:17.

2. How do you respond to someone who says that ‘God speaks to our minds through His word, but He deals with our emotions through His Spirit?

3. If I associate the presence of God with an experience, what happens when I no longer feel it? Our assurance of God’s love does not depend on our feelings but on the finished work of Christ. If I trust in Christ then I am already in God’s presence by faith (Eph 2: 6)?

i. We sing in order to praise God
Praise is one of the essential activities of the Christian (1 Pet 2: 9).

‘A song of praise is like a mirror we hold up to God, reflecting His glory

back to himself.’

4. Why do you think that some people are wary of emotion – the ‘stiff upper lip’ mentality? How does the apostle James counter this view (James 5: 13)?

         (‘Whilst singing is not the means by which we enter God’s presence, it is one

         of the ways we can express our joy at the wonderful truth that we are already 

         there, in His presence’ Vaughan Roberts).

5. Our songs must be focused on God, not us. Do you agree that too many of our contemporary songs place too much emphasis on us – on how we feel about God and what we will do for Him, and not enough emphases on Him? Consider the implications of 1 John 4:19.

ii.         We sing in order to encourage on another.

6. Look at Ephesians 5: 18 – 21. What are the implications for a spirit-filled life with regards to worship? (See Col 3:16, Psalm 95: 1, 3 – 4).

7. ‘Show me your songs and I will tell you your theology.’ Do you agree with this statement?

8. The choice of songs should involve at least the following:

i. Are they true?

ii. Are they God-focused?

iii. Are they clear?

iv. Do they consider other people?

         In the light of these things how do we resist the temptation of worship 

         becoming a performance?

Final Food for Thought: ‘After the word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world.’ Martin Luther
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