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The End of Religion

16th August 2009

‘He sat down’

Hebrews 10: 1 - 18

1. Four main words in the New Testament are usually translated ‘worship’ in our English version:

i. Proskuneo (prostrating) – literally ‘come towards to kiss’ describes the act of homage by falling down before a superior as in Magi’s desire to worship ‘the newborn King of the Jews’.

ii. Leitourgo (service) – duties performed by Jewish priests and angels in their service of God

iii. Sebomai (respect) -  describes the participation of gentile ‘God-fearers’ who participated in synagogue life.

iv. Latreuro (adoration, obedience) – speaks of the adoration offered to God in heaven and the temple worship. The New Testament does not limit this worship language to what happens when we meet together as Christians.

     To what extent do we take theses words literally? If they do not describe

     outward behaviour, what about the disposition of our hearts and minds?

2. If the primary emphasis and direction of the New Testament is not from us to God, but rather from God to us, what implications does this have for our corporate worship services? Is it possible that we unwittingly fall back into Old Testament ways of thinking in this regard eg. the emphasis on place (the temple) and the role of a mediator (priest)?

3. Only the person and work of Christ makes access to God possible 

     (Hebrews 7: 23 – 28). The Jewish high priest ministered in the temple on 

     earth. Jesus went to heaven (Hebrews 8: 1, 2). What are the implications for 

     our services of corporate worship? Where should our focus be – people?, 

     places?, heaven?

4. Jesus was both perfect priest and perfect sacrifice in contrast to the sinful priest and the animal sacrifices of the covenant (Heb 10: 1 – 4, 7: 27).

i. How does this deal with our sin and guilt, and our attempts to make 

         things right with God?

ii. How do we have the assurance that our sins are indeed forgiven and that we can come boldly into God’s presence?

iii. In what sense does this put an end to ‘religious practices’ (‘go –between’ priests and continuing sacramental sacrifices) and ‘holy places’ (sanctuaries etc.)?

5. Reflect on the words of a well known Anglican writer,

 ‘ No worship we offer, whether in praise or in the sacrament, can bring us 

  to God. We depend entirely on the worship Jesus offered when he died

  on the cross, offering his life as a sacrifice. There is nothing for us to do 

  except draw near in faith. We do not have to offer the mass or sing for

  half an hour to draw close to God. We are already close to Him if we 

  have trusted in Christ – in fact we could not be closer to Him’. 

How does this affect our understanding of personal and corporate worship?
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