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The Nature of Christian Worship

9th August 2009

‘Living Sacrifices’

Romans 12: 1,2

True worship never begins with us and what we do. It is always a response to what God has done. The Bible insists that worship concerns the whole of life – not simply what happens in church on Sundays. Romans 12: 1,2 offers a striking definition of worship involving at least three things. 

     Worship involves remembering God’s mercy.

1. In just two words in verse one, Paul sums up all that he has said so far in his letter viz. ‘God’s mercy’. Are you gripped by the mercy of God? How would an appreciation of God’s mercy affect our worship? How does this under-standing of God’s mercy energize and empower our worship in all parts of life?

2. Is worship possible without a proper appreciation of the human condition apart from God (Rom 1: 21 – 23)? How does an awareness of human ‘lostness’ and God’s amazing remedy (Rom 5: 1, 2, 6) impact our understanding?

3. Do Christians ever graduate from the message of the cross on to something they regard as more sophisticated, leaving the basics behind 

         (1 Cor 2: 1 – 5)? 

Worship requires offering my body to God.

4. If Old Testament sacrifices were abolished by the new covenant, what sacrifice am I called to bring (verse 1)? How is this ‘holy and pleasing to God’?

5. An alternative rendering of spiritual (verse 1) is ‘reasonable’. The Greek word is logikos from which we get our word ‘logic’. What then is the place of the mind in Christian worship? What is the relationship between the mind and emotions in worship?

6. Why does Paul involve the body in worship? What implications does this have for my job, family, relationships, talents, time, - in short the whole of life?

     Worship involves obedience to God’s will in all parts of life.

7. What does it mean to be a non-conformist in relation to the world (verse 2)? In effect Paul is saying the quality of a church’s worship is not what happens for an hour or two on Sundays. The real test is how we behave during the rest of the week. Worship is worked out in practice, day by day, moment by moment.

That’s why we need to remember God’s mercy towards us. And then in grateful response we should offer our bodies to God in every sphere of life.

�








