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Sermon Sunday 18th April, 2010

2 Samuel 5 – Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown
1. Saul was anointed to be King of Israel. What did he do (or not do) to lose God’s favour. Consider 1 Samuel 13:1-13; 1 Samuel 16; 1 Samuel 18:1-10; and 1 Samuel 28:16. Jesus prayed: … "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." - Matthew 26:39. What do we learn from Saul’s actions? How are we to apply the prayer of Jesus in our daily lives?
2. Understanding a particular passage in the Bible often requires that we look not just at that passage but at the events that have taken place before. Read exodus 17:14.  Saul did not carry out God’s command. Did David achieve this? See 2 Samuel 8:11-12.
3. David was anointed three times. Consider the circumstances of David at the time of each anointing. See 1 Samuel 16:13; 2 Samuel 2:4 and 2 Samuel 5:3. Could it be said that after the first (and second anointing) that David’s kingdom was already there but not yet? See Mark 1:15. Can it be said that like David, we are living in a time when the Kingdom of God is already here but not yet? What does this mean to us in our daily lives? 
4. David doesn’t show resentment after the death of Saul who had pursued him and persecuted him. Why not? David doesn’t use his military power to overthrow the other tribes of Israel but rules patiently for 7 years. Why not? Does he foreshadow the life of Jesus in this conduct? Can you think of another non biblical leader who ruled without resentment and revenge? Pray together with someone else or on your own about resentments that you may harbour.
5. Read 1 Samuel 30:6; 2 Samuel 2:1; 2 Samuel 5:19 and 2 Samuel 5:22. What does this tell you about David at this time? Do you rush into action first and then pray to God to help you in the circumstances in which you find yourself? What does it mean that “David found strength in the Lord his God” before he went into action? How can you model this in your own daily living? What one (or at most two) actions will you take from tomorrow to do this?
6. Why was the geographic location of Jebus – Jerusalem of strategic importance in unifying the tribes of Israel? Had the city been attacked and occupied before? Read Genesis 14:18; Psalm 76:1-2; 1 Judges 8 and 21

7. The leaders of the other tribes who came to David in Hebron (see 1 Chronicles 12:23-40) give three reasons why David should be the King of Israel. What are these three reasons?  These were not new reasons. They had existed throughout the time that David was on the run and the time that David ruled Judah. What lead to this change of heart? Some writers have said that this act models salvation - taking the step to turn from following a person or ways that are not of God and submitting to the lordship of God’s anointed – of Jesus. Do you agree with this? 
8. David was a shepherd and the leaders at Hebron quote that he “will shepherd my people”. David’s Psalm 23 starts “The Lord is my shepherd…” What is the primary requirement of a good shepherd? Find other examples of references to “shepherd” in the Bible. Read John 10:1-18
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