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The Foundations of Christian Worship

2nd August 2009

‘In Spirit and in Truth’

John 4: 19 – 24

True Worship is impossible without Jesus Christ.

1. Why is it remarkable that the conversation between Jesus and the Samaritan woman took place at all? (Reflect on the culture of the day, the relationship between Jewish men and women, Jews and Samaritans and the woman’s public reputation). How did Jesus overcome these religious and social taboos?

2. When someone seeks after truth and spiritual reality like this woman, where should they go? To holy places like Mt Gerazim (as the Samaritans believed because their temple was there) or Jerusalem as the Jews believed? Where can God be found (verse 20)? It is still a vital question? Do ‘holy places’ and pilgrimages still play a role in worship today?

3. What is the relation between ‘living water’ (verse 10) and ‘worship in spirit and truth’ (verse 23)? Do you agree that this is radical teaching? True worship is dependent now on a person, not a place, on Jesus not the temple.

True worship is impossible without the Holy Spirit.

4. Reflect on verse24. ‘God is spirit and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth’. True worship is supernatural, not simply an expression of the human spirit. Left to ourselves we cannot truly worship (eg. John 3: 19). It requires a miracle of the new birth (Jn 3: 3, 16)

5. Can you think of some of some of the ways we can confuse religious observance with true worship?

True worship is impossible without the truth.

6. We live in a multi-faith and pluralistic society. Is it arrogant then to believe that Jesus is unique, that he alone makes true worship possible (John 4: 6)?

7. Jesus said in verse 23, ‘A time (literally ‘the hour’) is coming when true worshippers will worship … in spirit and truth’. (The ‘hour’ refers to Jesus death, resurrection and ascension). How does this make true worship possible?

We need all three – Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and the truth if we are to truly worship God.
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