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The Story of David Continues.

      I. The King is dead, long live the king! (2 Samuel 1 & 2).

11th April 2010
Read 2  Samuel 1: 17-27
1. As Christian people do we make proper allowances for grief work?  Sorrow is not an event but a continuing process. Do you agree?

2. David did not simply give vent to his sorrow by way of an emotional outburst. He produced a lament, words carefully chosen and written down by way of ‘structured sorrow’. When you write a letter of condolence to a bereaved friend whose grief you feel able to share, do you express thoughtful grief as David did?

3. Modern Christian songs often use the psalms of praise as models of worship but seldom the psalms of lament. What does this tell us about the nature of our worship and church life today?

4. Jonathan was Saul’s son and might have expected to succeed him as king and yet he rejoiced when David was honoured. Are you content to play second fiddle so that God’s work can prosper and his name be honoured?                                                                                              
Read 2 Samuel 2:1-11.
At first glance this passage seems to describe yet one more Near Eastern political power struggle. But what we actually see is a kingdom established under divine guidance (vv 1-4a) opposed by another kingdom founded on human ambition (vv 8-11).

5. David makes no move before he seeks direction from the Lord. (Let us not be so self-assured that we fail to pray God to show us what is useful and expedient – Calvin’s comment on this text). Where, most of all, may we find God’s guidance?

6. David’s initial kingdom in Hebron looks quite unpromising – one tribe in a provincial backwater. But the king reigns despite seeming evidence to the contrary. In what way is 2 Samuel 2: 1-11 a rebuke to our tendency to despise the day of small things? What other examples in Scripture and the church may challenge us further in this regard?

7. To know God’s will and choose to deny and defy it, as Abner did (2 Sam 2: 8-11), is a serious sin. Can you think of other examples of it in Scripture?

8. In 2 Samuel 2 the reign of the chosen king has met with rebellion and opposition. ‘Only the house of Judah followed David’ (v 10b). When you get disheartened at the apparent insignificance of some work for God in which you are involved, do you encourage yourself by all the Bible tells us about the certainty of Christ’s return and triumph of his kingdom? 
