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                 The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 6 – Signed and Sealed
       21 February 2010

Having affirmed the Lamb’s unique right to open the scroll in chapter five, John now watches as the Lamb breaks the seven seals one by one. After each of the first four is broken, one of the living creatures shouts in a voice like thunder, ‘Come!’ and a horse and rider appears – the celebrated ‘four horseman of the Apocalypse’.
Read Revelation 6: 1 – 8

1. How do the appearances of the four horses and riders differ from each other?

2. What similarities do you see in them?

3. What are they doing? How would you summarize this?

Throughout Revelation, white stands for righteousness (c.f. Rev 19: 11 – 15). Thus, before the other horsemen spread war, famine and death, Christ rides first, undertaking to win the nations by the gospel.

Read Revelation 6: 9 – 11

4. The fifth seal reveals the souls of martyrs. What do they ask for (vv 10, 11)?

5. What answer is given to them in verse 11? (see Rev 16: 5 – 7 for further developments)

6. What does the vision say to you about the relationship between the world and the Christian faith?
Read Revelation 6: 12 – 17

7. This passage describes the most appalling cosmic convulsions. Summarize what happens. How are the great upheavals explained (vv 16, 17)?

8. Read Isaiah 2: 12 – 22 and 34: 4 – 8. What do theses O.T. references add to our understanding of the events surrounding the sixth seal.

This drama of the first six seals gives us a general overview of history between the first and second comings of Christ. It will be a time of violent disturbance and suffering, but the eye of faith looks beyond this to Christ, who is both the crowned and conquering rider on the white horse and the Lamb who breaks the seals, controlling the course of history.
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