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                       The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 4 – In the Throne Room
       7 February 2010

Having heard the message of the son of man to the seven churches (Chaps 2 and 3), John looks once more at what is being revealed to him ‘in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day’ (Rev 1:10). This time he is stunned to see an open door into heaven itself. The same voice,  that of the son of man, introduces to him another vision. 
1. What images and ideas spring to mind when you think of heaven?

2. What does it mean to you that God is on a throne?

Read Revelation 4: 1 – 7

3. In verse 1 John is shown a vision of ‘what must take place after this’. What do you think the ‘this’ is to which he is referring (see Rev 3: 21)?

4. What impression are we given of the one who sits on the throne?

5. What kind of position do the 24 elders hold?
6. Optional: ‘Speed-read’ the following passages and note anything about the imagery that seems relevant to Rev 4:
Isaiah 6: 1 – 7

Ezekiel 1

Daniel 7: 1 – 10

Read Revelation 4: 8 – 11

7. Although the scene is beyond human description, what features emerge most strongly in John’s attempt to describe what he saw?
8. What are the living creatures and the elders doing?

9. Describe the ways this chapter depicts ‘rulership’.
10. Why is the one on the throne worthy of worship?

11. How does the scene here compare with what is normally regarded as worship?

12. How do you account for the difference?

In this glorious chapter we are given an insight into heaven. Heaven is not just in the future, it is what is real now. John’s vision of the throne room of heaven is a vision of present reality we cannot yet see.

The son of man speaks of things that must take place. There are no doubts about the future – it is already set down. We are simply waiting for it to be revealed to all. 

Both the elders and four living creatures invoke OT. imagery. We may not be clear as to who or what they are, but what they are doing is quite clear. They are worshipping the creator. Whoever they are, they understand their place in the universe. Great rulers and powerful creatures they might be, they cast their crowns at his feet and offer God ceaseless praise.
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