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                       The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 2 & 3 – The Church as Jesus sees it

       31 January 2010

John’s vision changes from the focus on the glorified Christ to the churches he walks among (Rev 2: 1). Since seven was the perfect or complete number, it is reasonable to see them as representative of the universal church. And since one particular feature is emphasized in each church, theses seven features may be seen as marks of an ideal church.

1. If you were to describe an ideal church (the people not the building) what adjectives would you use? What verbs would you use?

All seven letters have the same outline

i. An announcement by Christ describing himself differently in each letter.

ii. An assertion beginning with the words ‘I know…’

iii. A message of either praise or blame

iv. An appeal … ‘Let him hear’.

v. A promise  to those who ‘overcome’.

2. Read Rev 2: 1 – 11 
Fill in the chart

	
	Announcement
	Assertion
	Message
	Promise

	Ephesus


	
	
	
	

	Smyrna


	
	
	
	


3. Read Rev 2: 12 – 29
Fill in the Chart

	
	Announcement
	Assertion
	Message
	Promise

	Pergamum


	
	
	
	

	Thyatira


	
	
	
	


 4. Read Rev 3: 1 – 22 

Fill in the Chart

	
	Announcement
	Assertion
	Message
	Promise

	Sardis


	
	
	
	

	Philadelphia


	
	
	
	

	Laodicea


	
	
	
	


   5.Taking chapters 2 and 3 as a whole, what are the sins for which Christ most 

       strongly demands repentance?

   6.What does Christ find most praiseworthy in the churches of chapters 2 and 3?

   7. Refer to the first line of each of the letters to the churches to see how Christ 

       describes himself (2:1, 2:8, 2:12, 2:18, 3:7, 3:14). What stand out to you about this

       list?

    8. If Christ were speaking to Trinity where do you think he would call for our 

        repentance?

    9. What do you think he would find praiseworthy?

    Reflection:

10. How is Christ calling you to personal repentance?

11. What do you need to do to implement this eg. forgiveness, seeking forgiveness?
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