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                       The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 1 -   Jesus from the first to last 

       24 January 2010

When you start to read a book it helps to have some idea about what kind of book it is, as this helps us to understand what is written. John has given us many indicators as to the kind of literature Revelation is.

i. It is first a revelation ie. an ‘unveiling’ of something that was hidden. The Greek word for revelation is ‘apocalypse’ has assumed more dramatic overtones, suggesting a major catastrophe or end of the world.

ii. It is prophecy. The book records John’s visions while on the island of Patmos, revealing both the things ‘that are’ (Rev 1:19) and ‘those that are to take place after this’ (Rev 1: 3, 19).

iii. It is a letter written to ‘the seven churches in Asia’ (Rev 1: 14). This helps us to place the letter in its historical context. Perhaps the best summary description is that Revelation is ‘a letter of prophecy written in apocalyptic style’.

Many discussions of Revelation get caught up in particular details of history, in dates and Roman emperors and who the Antichrist might be. But these are often distractions from the actual teaching, which places Jesus Christ firmly at the centre.  If you know the gospel of Jesus Christ and read at least some of the OT, Revelation need not seem so strange at all. Above all it is a call to worship the King of kings.

Read Revelation 1: 1 – 8

1. What excites you about studying the book of Revelation? What worries you?

2. What do we learn from this passage as to why Revelation was written?

3. What promise is made to us in verse 3?

4. What do we learn about Jesus from these verses?

5. What has Jesus done for ‘his servants’? (see vv 5, 6)

Read Revelation 1: 9 – 18

6. What was John told to do by the trumpet – like voice?

7. John’s vision in verses 12 – 16 draws upon several O.T. passages. Scan these passages to get a feel for the connections.

Ezekiel 8: 1, 2

Daniel 7: 13, 14

Daniel8: 15 – 17

Daniel 10: 4 – 6

Zechariah 4: 1 – 4

8. What do you make of the fact that the ‘son of man’ appears ‘among the lampstands’?

9. The symbolism of the stars and lampstands is explained by him. From this explanation (Rev 1: 20) what can we conclude about the meaning of the vision?

Reflection:

10. Revelation does not quote the Old Testament word for word, but tends to pull together different O.T. images and concepts. Why do you think this is so? What does is tell us about the centrality of Jesus to the whole of Scripture?

11. Is Revelation about the past, the present or the future? Discuss
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