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  Jesus Autobiography
             A Study of the ‘I am’ sayings in John’s Gospel
I am the Light of the world – John 8: 12 
       31 October 2010

This section in John’s gospel follows on from chapter 7: 39, the feast of the Tabernacles, which embraced two symbols, water and light. Earlier Jesus invited those who were thirsty to come and drink of him (Jn 7: 37). Now he deals with the element of light. 
During the feast, four golden lamps were lit. The light in the temple illuminated the entire city. As the feast ends and the lights are extinguished, Jesus proclaims himself as the true light of the whole world.
Light is a rich Old Testament symbol.
1. What is the significance of the cloud and fire of Exodus 13: 21 – 22? If we do not have outward physical signs like this today, is God’s guidance any less significant and effective? 
2. Psalm 27: 1 and Psalm 36: 9 offer further insights. How does God ‘enlighten’ us today? Refer to Psalm 119: 105.
3. How does the prophecy of Zechariah 14: 5b – 9 find fulfillment in Jesus’ words in Jn 7: 37 and Jn 8: 12?
4. What are the properties of light? eg. it shines and illuminates, when refracted through a prism it reveals the colours of the rainbow. How does this affect our understanding of Jesus as the light of the world and the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises in the Old Testament?
5. The reaction to Jesus’ tremendous claim is not unexpected (v13). Why are the Pharisees so critical? They may well have recalled Jesus’ words in John 5: 31. Why is Jesus’ testimony in John 8 valid? 
    Can you detect the fourfold defence of his teachings and authority

i. v14 – what does Jesus appeal to in this regard?

ii. v16 – why is this the ultimate claim and the heart beat of Jesus’  

                   life?
iii. v23 – how does this settle the matter in his conflict with the 
                   pharisees?

iv. v28 – what do the words ‘lifted up; mean in this regard and how   

                   will this authenticate Jesus’ teaching? 

6. How does the repetition of the phrase I am in v24 and v28 have bearing on Jesus’ encounter with the Pharisees?
7. How do you respond to someone who says that such claims are both arrogant and indefensible in our contemporary world, that all religions have some light to share and accordingly Jesus’ light is not exclusive?

8. Happily we are not asked to share with the world our own limited insights and experience, but the objective witness of Jesus. Thank God he still uses fallible people to convey Jesus’ teaching as the light of the world. How do Jesus’ words in Matt 5: 14 – 16 apply in this regard?
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