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Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

ii. A God-Changed Life (Gal 1: 10 – 24 )
31 July 2011
Introduction

Having established his authority as an apostle entrusted with the one true gospel and rejected the errors of false teachers imposing legalism as a requisite for salvation, Paul uses his personal testimony to authenticate his teaching received directly from the risen Christ.
Read Galatians 1: 11 – 17 and Acts 9: 1 - 9
Paul claims that his gospel, called into question by the Judaizers and deserted by the Galatians, was neither invented by him nor handed down by tradition from others, but uniquely revealed to him by God. 
1. What drove Paul before to his conversion?
2. How was God working in Paul’s life even before his conversion to Christ?
3. Compare and contrast ‘what I once was’ with ‘what I am now’ in the life of Paul. Pause and give thanks for your conversion (whether as a child or an adult). Pray for the conversion of a friend or family member who does not know Christ as Lord and Saviour. 
4. What steps did Paul take to deliberately avoid human consultation about the gospel?
5. Why was it necessary for Paul to insist that he did not get his gospel from someone else? Why was he so defensive of his apostolic credentials? Was it simply a matter of self-promotion or were greater issues at stake? Are we equally concerned about the essentials of the gospel? What results from indifference about the gospel?
6. How does Paul’s pre-conversion life authenticate his claim that his gospel came from God? What did he do for three years after his conversion?
Summary:
Having made the startling claim to direct revelation from God without human intervention, Paul goes on to prove it from his autobiography. Paul’s experience before, and after his conversion, show thatt he clearly got his gospel, not from any human being, but directly from God
Read Galatians 1: 18 – 24  
7. How does Paul offer additional evidence that he was not unduly influenced by the apostles or others?
8. Despite the fact that he had a direct revelation from God, Paul travelled to Jerusalem to consult with Peter for fifteen days. What do you think they discussed? Similarly how do we use our own experience and the Scriptures to impart discernment and wisdom as we interact with influential believers?
9. With his reputation, how might Paul have expected the churches to respond to him as a supposed new believer?
   10.  Why was there rejoicing in Judea? What does their response teach us about the way we should respond to the work of the gospel? Why is it significant that ‘they praised God because of Paul’ rather than praising Paul? 
Summary:
Before his conversion Saul of Tarsus was a bigot and a fanatic. He was totally devoted to Judaism and persecution of the church. Someone in that spiritual, mental and emotional state, is in no mood to change his mind. Only God could reach him – and He did!
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