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Faith at Work: The Letter of James
iii. Friends and Favourites  (James 2: 1 – 13 )
29 January 2012
C. S. Lewis in his essay The Inner Ring speaks of our desire to make friends with the right people and be part of the ‘in-crowd’. Yet when we succeed in that, we soon discover that there is a circle within the circle. No matter which circles you enter, there are always other circles more desirable and more exclusive.
Lewis contrasts this with God who reached out beyond the truly ‘inner’ circle of the Godhead to include people who otherwise would have no hope of being included. God extended his grace to us in the Lord Jesus Christ, thereby reaching out to bring us into fellowship with himself. 
James addresses the problem of favouritism or exclusivity with such pointed and specific language, that he must be describing the situation which prevailed in the church of his day. The question is do we still see it around in the church today? James’ pointed response is that each of us, if we are believers, must live a life which matches our profession. 
1. On what grounds does James appeal for godly behavior?
2.  How do verses 2 – 4 relate to Trinity and our response to vagrants or other displaced ‘down-and-outs’?
3. Is James praising the poor as such in vv 5 – 7? What is the relationship between being ‘poor in spirit’ (Matt 5: 3) and material poverty (v5)?
4. i.  Why does James use the term ‘royal law’ in v8?
         ii. Why , then, is favouritism wrong (v9)?
     5.  Why is a person who breaks one law ‘guilty of breaking all’ the

          laws of God (v10)?
    6.  What judgement is James referring to in v12?
Food for thought:

1. What are some of the reasons we choose the friends we have? 
    Perhaps you can think of a person that you would like to have as a 
    friend. Why does he or she appeal to you?
2. If you have ever found yourself showing favouritism to someone, how 

    did you defend your actions before God?

3. What was the attitude of Jesus and how did he confront the problem 

    of favouritism (Philippians 2: 3 – 11)?

4. Who then should be your friends?
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