[image: image1.wmf] 

Go
Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

vi. Faith and Folly (Gal 3: 1 - 9)
28 August 2011
We come now to the heart of Paul’s letter. He has earlier expressed his horror and astonishment at the Galatians willingness to entertain a perverted gospel based upon the ‘works of the law’ i.e. legalism enshrined in the practice of circumcision being enforced on Gentile believers as a pre-condition to accepting Christ (Gal 1: 6). Moreover Paul and Barnabas have been coerced out of fear to break table fellowship with Gentiles because of the latter’s non-observance of kosher food laws (Gal 2: 11).
Paul sees this at striking at the heart of the gospel viz. salvation through the free grace of God in Christ plus nothing. If you add works to grace – you do not simply distort the gospel, you deny it. Little wonder then, Paul uses such strong language. He is passionately trying to persuade the Galatians of their error.
Chapter 3 introduces Paul’s primary argument against the agitators’ error. He has used narrative and personal testimony, followed by the basic proposition of the letter viz. ‘[we are] not justified by observing the law but by faith in Jesus Christ’ (Gal 2: 16a). Now he exhorts his readers with the rhetorical question ‘who has bewitched you?”

Read Galatians 3: 1 - 9 
1. Who is ultimately behind the deception of the Galatians? (C.S. Lewis’ The ScrewTape Letters is a good place to begin.)
How is something good in itself (the law) used for evil consequences? Have the tactics begun in Gen 3: 1 – 4 (please read the passage) changed? How are we tempted to doubt God’s good word and add restrictions to it? (Compare Gen 2: 17 with Eve’s subtle addition in Gen 3b). How were the Galatians being tempted by Paul’s antagonists to add law to grace?  Do we do something similar today, trying to earn God’s favour by good behavior and actions?
2. What words and phrases describe Paul’s attitude toward the Galatians?  Why do you think his language is so heated?
3. Why does Paul focus on Christ crucified in verse 2? Hint: what did the death and resurrection of Jesus usher in? Why is this important in light of Paul’s antagonists’ desire to impose the law upon his readers? What did Jesus do on the cross that we could not do for ourselves?
4. Paul contrasts the law with the Spirit in verse 2. What does the Spirit do for us that the law could not?
5. After beginning our Christian lives by faith, most of us at one time or other imitate the Galatians and fall into relying on our own efforts. Why do you think this happens?
6. To the Judaizers who were misleading the Galatian Christians, Abraham was a hero and patriarch. How does Paul turn the tables and use Abraham as an example of faith instead of law-keeping?
Note: The agitators’ argument is almost certainly based on Genesis 17 especially verse 10. Read Gen 17: 1 – 14. However this covenant with Abraham is preceded by the covenant made in Gen 12: 1 – 4 (please read it) and ratified in Gen 15: 1 – 6 (please read it especially verse 6). In the prior ratification of the covenant God promised Abraham he will have a son, and heir, Isaac – but ultimately in terms of salvation history, Christ. The question the Galatians (and us) have to face – do we receive salvation through works of the law i.e. circumcision as in Gen 17: 10 or through promise (Gen 12: 2, 3) received by faith (Gen 15:6). This background is crucial to understanding Paul’s conflict with the Galatian agitators.
7. What do we have in common with Abraham and how does this affect the way we live as Christians?
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