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Go
Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

xviii. You Reap What You Sow (Gal 6: 7 - 10)
28 November 2011
We reap what we sow. If we are faithful and conscientious in our sowing, then we can confidently expect a good harvest. If we sow ‘wild oats’, as the saying goes, we must not expect to reap strawberries. On the contrary, ‘those who plough evil and those who sow trouble reap it’ (Job 4:8). 
In this penultimate section of Galatians, Paul has a few concluding admonitions. At first sight they appear to be loosely connected. Closer inspection reveals the argument to be based on Gal 5: 15 viz ‘If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other’. The principle of sowing and reaping, of order and consistency, applies as much to agriculture as to human character.
Read Galatians 6: 7 - 10
1. When have you seen ‘good sowing’ produce ‘good reaping’?
If farmers want a bumper harvest, then they must sow plentiful good seed. Only if they do this can they expect a good crop. Precisely the same principle operates in the moral and spiritual sphere. The sowers, not the reapers determine what the harvest will turn out to be.
2. What various contrasts does Paul draw in this passage?
3. What are some ways that people imagine they can mock God (v7)?
4. Verse 8 is not talking about literal seed. What sorts of things are ‘sown’?
.

5. What are some examples of both bad and good reaping (v8)?
6. What are some ways that we can grow tired from doing good (v9)?
7. Why should ‘the family of believers’ deserve our special attention (v10)?
8. If the hallmark of the gospel and grace is ‘doing good to all people’ how is this different from simply doing good works? Consider Eph 2: 8 – 10; Phil 2: 12, 13.
Summary:

We are not helpless victims of our nature, temperament and environment. On the contrary, what we become depends largely on how we behave. Our character is shaped by our conduct. How can we expect to reap the fruit of the Spirit if we do not sow in the field of the Spirit. Holiness is a harvest. Whether we reap it or not depends on what and where we sow.
Food for Thought

1. In your own experience, what outward signs or works are we tempted to
    substitute for inner spiritual reality?
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