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Go
Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

x. No Longer Slaves (Gal 4: 1 - 7)
25 September 2011
‘Father I would rather be your slave than your child.’ Who among us would make such an outrageous request of our parents? Yet that was the ridiculous folly of the Galatians, under the influence of their false teachers, the agitators.

The way for us to avoid their folly is to allow God’s Word to keep telling us what we have and are in Christ. One of the great purposes of daily Bible reading, reflection and prayer is just this, to correctly orientate us, to remember who and what we are, when so many thing conspire to tell us otherwise. 

Read Galatians 4; 1 - 7
1
When and how have you had a particularly strong awareness that you are a child of God?
2
What are the key images used in this passage?
3 Legally, what does it mean to be an heir as a child (i.e. a minor)?
     Even in Old Testament times, before Christ came, when we were under the law, we were heirs – heirs of the promise which God made to Abraham. But we had not yet inherited the promise. We were like minor children. Our childhood was a form of bondage.
4 What are the differences between the way a slave on an estate and the child of the estate owner would relate to the master and owner? (Think of the differences in conversation, approach to one another, the attitude toward the estate and how time in each other’s presence is spent).
        How does this parallel our relationship with God as his child?

5 What role did a guardian and trustee play in the life of the child? How does this apply to the role of the law vis-à-vis our salvation and freedom in Christ?
6 What are the ‘basic principles of the world’ which used to hold us in slavery? (v3)
.
7 Why was it necessary for Christ to be ‘born under law’ (v4), and as a result ‘redeem’ us? (V5) What does the word redemption mean in the context of slavery?
8 The term Abba (v6) is the word Jesus himself used to address God as ‘Father’ when he prayed in Gethsemane (Mark 14: 36). How should such intimate terminology affect our prayers?
Summary
The Christian life is the life of sons and daughters. It is not the life of slaves. It is freedom, not bondage. Of course we are servants – Paul actually uses the word slave – of God, of Christ and one another. We love to serve those to whom we belong as family. But this kind of service is freedom
Food for Thought:

1  In what areas of your life are you enjoying the freedom of a child of God in that 
    You are enjoying your inheritance?

2  In what areas do you still feel or behave like a slave, not in the sense of a willing

    servant but in the sense of ‘bondage to the law’, as if your salvation hung in the 

    balance?
Any time left over can be used to look at last week’s sheet.
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