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Sermon Sunday 25th April, 2010

2 Samuel 6 – Trials and Testings
1. What was the Ark of the Covenant? What was its importance? Look at some references to the ark. See:

· Exodus 25:10-16;
· Exodus 40:17-19;
· Joshua 3:3, 6
· Josh. 3:15-17; 4:10, 11, 18
· Josh. 6:4-15
· Josh. 6:4-15
· 1 Sam. 5:7, 8
· 1 Sam. 6:1-21
2. Why had the tribes of Israel left the ark in Kiriath Jearim? What do you think David’s motives were for bringing the Ark to Jerusalem? 
3. Consider/discuss again the passages we looked at last week: 2 Samuel 2:1; 2 Samuel 5:19 and 2 Samuel 5:22. Does David “enquire of the Lord” before he sets out to fetch the Ark. Read also 1 Chronicles 13: 1-4 and 1 Chronicles 15:13. Have you been enquiring of the Lord before action during this last week?
4. Why was Uzzah smitten for touching the ark, Obed-edom blessed?
5. Think about/discuss what Matthew Henry records in his concise commentary: 

“God is present with the souls of his people, when they want the outward tokens of his presence; but now David is settled in the throne, the honour of the ark begins to revive. Let us learn hence, to think and to speak highly of God; and to think and speak honourably of holy ordinances, which are to us as the ark was unto Israel, the tokens of God's presence, Mt 28:20. Christ is our Ark; in and by him God manifests his favour, and accepts our prayers and praises.” 
6. Consider/discuss David’s reactions: “Then David was angry because the LORD's wrath had broken out against Uzzah” and “David was afraid of the LORD that day”. Was this righteous fear or fear from a sense of guilt. What is the difference?
7. Michal disapproved of David’s conduct – “David, wearing a linen ephod**, danced before the LORD with all his might, while he and the entire house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets.” 
Was this conduct appropriate or inappropriate? Would David’s motive in dancing make a difference? 
** A priestly garment worn by those who served the Lord at his sanctuary - described as a close fitting sleeveless pullover usually of hip length. 
8. Consider Michal’s position; Look at:
· 1 Samuel 18:20

· 1 Samuel 19:10-12

· 1 Samuel 25:44

· 2 Samuel 3:14

· 2 Samuel 5:13 – David’s conduct.

In 2 Samuel 6:16 Michal is described as the “daughter of Saul” and not as “David’s wife”. Is this significant? 
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