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  Jesus Autobiography
             A Study of the ‘I am’ saying in John’s Gospel
I am the Resurrection and the Life – John 11: 25
       24 October 2010

The traditional Easter greeting ‘The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!’ is the hinge on which the Christian faith turns. It has been well said that ‘The gospel without the resurrection is not merely a gospel without its final chapter; it is not a gospel at all’.
Read John 11: 1 – 16

Jesus’ preparation for the final Passover is interrupted by an urgent request for help. The message is somewhat oblique ‘Lord, the one you love is sick’. (v3)

1. Why do you believe Jesus delayed going to Mary and Martha’s home when the natural human response would be to go as soon as possible? (v 6) It has been described as the delay of love (v 5). Do you agree?
2. What do you understand by Jesus’ two-fold response in v 4?

3. Often in the New Testament death is described as ‘falling asleep’ (v 11). Why is this so? How should this affect our view of death today?

4. What do you make of Jesus’ observation that Lazarus’ death was for the benefit of the disciples? (v 14) What is the relationship between belief and faith?
Read John 11: 17 – 37 
5. Why is it important to establish that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days? (v 17) (Hospitality in the East allowed visitors to stay 3 days for a funeral, a day to rest, a day for fellowship and a day for departure. To stay on for a fourth day was considered bad etiquette.) Decomposition of the body had now set in. Bodies were generally buried quickly as is still the Jewish custom today.

6. Is Martha’s rebuke of Jesus justified? (v 17) How do we deal with disappointment and confusion (and perhaps even anger) at the death of a loved one? Do we like Martha take them to Christ, or do we perhaps regard such emotions as ‘unworthy’ of a believer and suppress them, with a cost to be paid emotionally and spiritually later?
7. What difference does Jesus’ magnificent statement in v24 make to our understanding of death? Read and reflect on Paul’s observation in          1 Thess 4: 13 – 18.

8. Does Jesus refer to resurrection life as eternal life after death or resurrection life here and now as a present reality through faith in him? How do we like Martha rise to that level of faith? Consider Paul’s observation in Phil 1: 21 – 26.
9. Jesus reaction in v33 and v38 is profound and surprising. Why do you think he is so profoundly moved?
   10. Jesus wept (v 35) is both the shortest verse and one of the most eloquent 
         in the Bible. How does this affect our response to grief?

   11. The response of the Jewish onlookers is both right (v 36) and absolutely

         wrong (v 37). Why is this so? How does it affect our attitude to suffering 

         and death?
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