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Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

xiv. The Offence of the Gospel (Gal 5: 7 - 12)
23 October 2011
The offence of the cross – it’s challenge to discipleship and affront to human pride – is one thing; offensive Christian behavior quite another. The cross – ‘a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Greeks’ (1 Cor 1: 22) – remains an enigma to the rational mind. However, it is still ‘the power of God for salvation of everyone who believes’ 

(Rom 1: 16). The antagonists were trying to by-pass the cross by imposing the law as the means of salvation. Little wonder Paul was so insistent on grace alone, as the eternal destiny of the Galatians was at stake. This was no theological storm in a tea-cup. The stakes were far too high for polite dialogue.
Read Galatians 5: 7 – 12  
1. In this section the contrast is between ‘the one who is throwing you into confusion’ (the false teacher) and Paul himself, who is teaching the truth of God. How does the image of a race highlight the problem?
2. How could Paul be so sure that the ‘persuasion’ of the false teachers was not from God, who had called the Galatians?
3. What is the significance of the ‘yeast’ in the dough (verse 3)?

4. What was Paul falsely being accused of, and how does he respond (vv 11, 12)?
Summary:
Paul is quite sure that error will not prevail, but that the Galatians will come to a better understanding and that the false teacher(s), however exalted his position, will fall under God’s judgement. Meanwhile Paul was persecuted. People hate to be told that they can only be saved at the foot of the cross, and they oppose the preacher who has the temerity to tell them so. The good news of Christ crucified is still an offence to human pride. If we preach this gospel, we shall arouse ridicule and opposition. Christianity will not allow us to sit on the fence or live in a haze; it urges us to be definite and decisive, to choose between a religion of human achievement (Ishmael, descended from the slave woman Hagar) and a religion of divine achievement (Isaac, descended from the free woman Sarah). 
Today’s sturdy, being brief, affords a good opportunity to catch up on previous studies.
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