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  The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 15: 5 – 16: 21 -   The Wrath of the Lamb
       22 August 2010

John saw ‘seven angels with the seven last plagues – last because with them God’s wrath is completed’. (Rev 15: 1) After the outpouring of the seventh bowl, a loud voice from God’s throne cries out, ‘It is done!’ (Rev 16: 17)  Completed and done. These are significant words. The previous judgements -  the seals and the trumpets - were partial. Those of the bowls are final
Read Rev 15: 5 – 16: 15
John sees in heaven that the temple stands open (v 5). By God’s direct sanction the seven angels deliver judgement. Their seven bowls are filled with the wrath of God. The temple is full of God’s glory. No one can enter it until the judgement is over.
1. How do you reconcile God’s love with his wrath? How is it possible that God’s judgement could cause rejoicing?
2. What do you think Jesus’ ‘blessed’ promise in Rev 16: 15 means in practical terms for a believer’s life?
3. Why does Jesus use the analogy of a thief (c. f. Mtt 24: 42 – 44, Lk 12: 39 – 40)? Why do you think that this refers to his second coming? What was the purpose and emphasis of his first coming?
Read Rev 16: 16 - 21
4. John returns to the gathering of the kings and to their redezvous at Armageddon. What are the results of the catastrophic earthquake? 
Many believe the name Armageddon is derived from Megiddo, a strategic site in northern Palestine and the scene of many ancient battles. However, it is not literal. It symbolizes the final battle between the Lamb and the dragon, between Christ and Antichrist. Christ will come in power and glory to defeat and destroy the forces of evil.
Today’s study is purposefully brief. Use any additional time to ‘catch-up’ on previous studies.
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