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Faith at Work: The Letter of James
ii. Faith and the Fanatic (James 1: 19 - 27)
22 January 2012
James Boice suggests that it is acceptable to be a fanatic about anything but religion! Everyone accepts the sports fanatic. The word ‘fan’ is derived from ‘fanatic’. A sports fanatic is merely a fanatic for his team. A national bookshop promotes its ‘Fanatics’ programme to promote the sale of books. Fanaticism is clearly acceptable in most areas of life. But when you talk about faith – that which is of ultimate importance – people fear fanaticism. “Don’t be fanatical about it “, they say.
James is talking about this attitude when he says “do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (James 1:2). It is only in matters of faith that the word ‘fanatic’ may actually be properly used. ‘Fanatic’ is derived from the Latin word fanaticus, which means to be inspired by divinity. A fanatic, then, would be one upon whom the Holy Spirit has come to guide and lead into truth (James 1:18)
1. What is a fanatic?

2.  Who is responsible for our growth as Christians in the light of vv  19 – 21?

3. How can a Christian properly be a fanatic according to James?

4. i.  What should our attitude to the ‘word’ be according to vv 22 – 25

         ii. What does the right attitude lead to?

     5.  What was Jesus’ attitude to the Scriptures (John 17:17; Matt 4: 1-
11)? Should ours be any less?
    6.  Can you list some examples of good ‘fanatics’ from the Bible, 
explaining how they met the required qualities?  Likewise from 
church history, and the present.

    7.  What are the main ideas in vv26 – 27?  How do we implement 
these at Trinity and in our personal lives?

    8.  Is it appropriate to be ‘fanatical’ about your faith?  If so, give some 
practical Examples.
   9.  What happens when we study the requirements of the gospel in the 
Scriptures? (v25)

Food for thought:

Our attitude to Jesus and the Scriptures are closely linked. Spiritual nutrition enabling us to grow in faith is essential.  cf  1 Tim 4:8
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