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Jesus’ Autobiography

A Study of the ‘I am’ saying in John’s Gospel

I am the vine; you are the branches - John 15: 5
21 November 2010

This passage should cause us to reassess our relationship with Jesus. We learn that God’s purpose for our lives is that we should bear fruit. His primary purpose is not that we should have a wealthy or care-free life. His concern is that His people should bear fruit and so bring him glory.  He assures us that if we remain in Him and He in us we certainly will bear fruit. This should lead us to an absolute dependence on Jesus and His words as the only source of true fruitfulness.

Read John 15: 1, 2
1. The vine is a common Old Testament image for God’s people. What is the difference between the image of the vine in Isaiah 5: 1 – 7 and the one in Isaiah 27: 2 – 6?   

2. In vv 1-2 Jesus uses the vine imagery to describe Himself, His Father and His people. How does the Old Testament context help us to grasp more fully what He is saying?

Read John 15: 3 – 8
3. What does this passage tell us about how God’s purpose for His vine is going to be achieved?

4. What impact do these verses make on your attitude to God’s word and to the different opportunities available to read, reflect and listen to it? Why and how should we make the most of these opportunities?

Read John 15: 9 – 17
5. How do vv 9 – 11 help us understand what it means ‘to remain in Jesus’? How will this affect our attitude to Jesus’ words when we read and reflect on them? How can we practically help one another to ‘remain in His love’? 

6. Look at v12. Where earlier in the Gospel, have we come across this command to love one another? How has this teaching affected your life in the last few weeks? Why do you think Jesus mentions it so often? How does His command lead to friendship instead of enslavement (v15)?

7. What is God’s intention for His people while they remain on earth (v16)? What practical steps can we take, in our own lives and the life of the church, to avoid the tragedy of Isaiah 5?
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