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Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

xvii. Living by Grace (Gal 6: 1 - 6)
20 November 2011
The true evidence of our walking by the Spirit or being filled with the Spirit is not some private mystical experience of our own, but our practical relationships of love with other people. Since the first fruit of the Spirit is love, this is only logical. It is easy to talk about “love” in an abstract and general way; it is much harder to get down to concrete, particular situations in which we actually demonstrate our love for one another. It is some of these which Paul now writes about.
1. How has the Holy Spirit helped you love someone you would otherwise not find very lovable?
Read Galatians 6: 1 - 6
2. In this passage, what positive and negative commands does Paul give the Galatians?
3. Why would conceit lead us to provoke and envy each other (Gal 5: 26)?
4. How would you describe a person who is spiritual in a Christian sence (Gal 6: 1)?
.

5. What temptations accompany seeing another Christian sin (Gal 6: 1)?
6. Catching someone in sin would require confrontation, perhaps even strong words such as Paul had with Peter in Galatians 2: 11. How can gentleness enter into restoration?
7. What does Paul suggest a cure for pride over another person’s falling into sin (Gal 6: 3)?
Some people think it a sign of fortitude not to bother other people with their burdens. This is more stoical than Christian. It is also true that we should cast all our burdens on Jesus Christ since he cares for us (1Peter 5: 7). However, one of the ways in which Jesus bears these burdens is through human friendship.
8. When is it hard for you to ask others for help (6: 2)?
9. How can Paul say a Christian is nothing (6: 3)?
10.   What are some practical steps we can take to test our own actions (6:4)?

11.  Pride is not usually considered a Christian virtue. What sort of pride is Paul talking

       about in v4?

12.  What dangers are inherent in comparing ourselves with others (6:4)?

13.  Verse 2 tells us to carry each other’s burdens while verse 5 says we have to carry 
       our own loads. The Greek word in v2 means a weight or heavy load, while the
       Greek word in v5 is a common term for a person’s pack. So there is no 
       contradiction. We are to hear one another’s burdens which are too heavy for each
       of us to bear alone, but we cannot share the burden of our own responsibility to 
       God. What are some examples of burdens which Christians can and should carry
       for each other?

       What sort of burdens should not be shared?

14.  Reconsider the fruit of the Spirit from the previous study (Gal 5: 22 – 23). In this 
        passage, which of them is Paul calling on us to exercise?

Summary:

True Christian relationships are not governed by rivalry but by service. The correct attitude is not “I’m better than you and I’ll prove it” but “You are a person of importance in our own right (because God made you in his own image and Christ died for you) and it is my joy and privilege to serve you”  If we walked by the Spirit, we would love one another more, and if we loved one another more, we would bear one another’s burdens, and if we bore one another’s burdens, we would not shrink from seeking to restore a Christian who has fallen into sin. By such practical Christian living, the law of Christ is fulfilled
Food for Thought

Loving one another does not necessarily involve some heroic spectacular act of self-sacrifice, but ordinary mundane acts of burden-bearing. We must be ready to share the burdens of others and humble enough to let others share ours.
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