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  The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 22: 6 - 21 – Christ’s Promise to Return
       19 September 2010

The last 16 verses of Revelation form a kind of epilogue highlighting three things:
i. the authenticity of the book

ii. appeals and warning in light of coming judgement

iii. repetition of the great truth of Christ’s return

Read Rev 22: 6 - 11
1. What did the angel tell John concerning the revelation John had received 
         (vv 6, 10 – 11)?
2. What promises of Jesus apparently interrupted the angels words (v7)?
3. What do you think it means to keep ‘the words of the prophecy in this book’
        (v 7)?
4. How did John react, and how was he corrected by the angel (vv 8, 9)?
Read Rev 22: 12 - 16

5. By what names does Christ identify himself (vv 13, 16)?
6. How did Christ characterize those who have and those who do not have the right to enter the new Jerusalem (vv 14, 15)?
Read Rev 22: 17 – 21
Christ’s repeated assurance ‘Behold, I am coming soon’ emphasizes that, although he is coming to judge, he is also coming to complete the salvation of his people, as the heavenly bridegroom to claim his bride.
7. What mood is evident in this final passage of Revelation (vv 7 – 21)?
8. What longing and what promise are express in v 17?

9. How does the Christian church today resemble a bride waiting for her bridegroom?
10. How does John affirm the authority and authenticity of his book (vv 18, 19)?

      11. Does the ending of Revelation (vv 20,21) surprise you or does it seem to fit, 
           and why?

Summary: Revelation leaves the church waiting , hoping, expecting and longing as the bride eagerly looks for her bridegroom, clinging to the promise that he is coming soon and is encouraged by the call ‘Amen Come, Lord Jesus’. In the meantime she is confident that his grace will be sufficient for her until the eternal wedding feast begins and she is united tot her bridegroom forever.
Reflection:
12. Do you eagerly join with the prayer of Rev 22:10 ‘Come Lord Jesus’? Or do
       you have misgivings, even fears, about Christ’s coming? Or do your feelings 
       vary from day to day? Where does your confidence lie – in your feelings or 
       Christ’s promises?
13. How has this study of Revelation affected your ideas about Jesus Christ and 
      your personal commitment to him?
Thank the Lord for the sure promise of his return. Pray that you will live in expectation of his return, looking for him but not avoiding the work he has given you to do, as you wait for him
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