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Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

iv. All God’s Children (Gal 3: 26 - 29)
18 September 2011
Paul’s favourite definition of a Christian is someone who is ‘in Christ’ (vv26, 27, 28). He uses it more than 160 times in the New Testament. For Paul the central ministry of the Holy Spirit is to unite us to Jesus Christ and thereby unite every Christian (Jew and Gentile) to each other in one body.
In this section of Galatians, Paul introduces an important truth, one that so far he has not mentioned viz. as believers we are the children of God. He used two vivid metaphors (vv 23 – 25) to show the inability of the law to save us, a prison and a pedagogue (or tutor). Paul now introduces a contrasting metaphor with breathtaking implications. Christians have left the ‘prison’ for the ‘family home’. They have left the harsh discipline of the pedagogue for the loving embrace of a welcoming Father.
1
What difference does it make for you to see yourself as a child of God?
2
What difference does it make for you to see other Christians as children of God i.e. family?
3 How does one become a ‘child of God’? What steps are involved? 
     (Refer to John 1: 10 – 13; 3: 5 – 7; Ephesians 2: 1 – 9). How can we be sure of
     our salvation? (1 John 5: 10 – 13)
4 Throughout Galatians so far Paul has stressed both continuity and discontinuity for the two  covenants. There is a basic unity between the Old and New Testaments (Read Galatians 3: 6 – 9 and 29), as well as a dramatic change or development. What is that dramatic change? How can we be sure we are part of that change?
5 What do the words ‘baptised into Christ’ mean to you? What does it represent?
Given the fact that Paul has been, and still is, dealing with the implications of the covenant with Abraham and how it relates to the law and circumcision, it stands to reason that the ideas of covenant are still operative as he raises the issue of baptism. The curse which Jesus bore at the cross was a baptism. (Luke 12: 50). New covenant believers are ‘baptized into Christ’ (Gal 3: 27) identifying with his baptiism-ordeal on the cross (Gal 2: 20a). He was baptized with the curse of the covenant’ we are baptized with the blessing of the covenant – the Holy Spirit. The language of baptism is therefore expressive of our union with Christ by faith. What is ours becomes his; what is his becomes ours. Little wonder then that our lives thereafter are an expression of gratitude for such incredible grace (Rom 12: 1, 2). 
6 What does Paul mean by the phrase ‘clothe yourselves with Christ’? (Gal 3: 27b). Wherein does the assurance of our adoption as sons and daughters of God lie? 
.
7 How can Paul categorically state that there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female? What implications does this have for the unity of the church?
8 Differences of race, culture, social standing and gender obviously exist among Christians. What should be our attitude toward these natural differences?
Summary
If we are ‘in Christ’ we have been set free from the penalty of sin. Our faith is characterized by ‘promise’ rather than ‘law’. We know ourselves related to God and to all God’s other children in space, time and eternity. Paul argues that the promise of future grace and glory must of necessity impact and change present ‘reality’. We live by faith , here and now, with the promise and the prospect of the future radically changing our lives.
Food for Thought:

Where would you like to see oneness in Christ more of a reality, and what can you do to help it happen?
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