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                 The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 7: Angels on Assignment
       18 July 2010

The opening drama of the first six seals gives us a general overview of history between the first and second comings of Christ. In the midst of turbulence and suffering the eye of faith looks beyond these things to Christ who ultimately controls the course of history.
We now have to wait until Rev 8: 1 for the seventh seal to be broken. John treats us in Chap 7 to an interlude that stresses the security of God’s people

Read Revelation 7: 1 - 8
1. What priority is given to the sealing or marking of the 144,000?
2. How are they identified? (v3)
Read Revelation 7: 9 - 12
3. Who does John see next? What are they doing?
4. Picture yourself worshipping with the multitude and the angels (vv 10, 12). Read their words aloud. How do they affect you?

Summary: Revelation 7 describes two human communities. The first numbers 144,000 drawn from the twelve tribes of Israel; the second is a huge, unnumbered multitude drawn from all nations, languages and tribes. At first sight, they seem to be two distinct groups (Israel and Gentiles). But closer examination reveals both as pictures of the same redeemed community of God, viewed from different perspectives. The first are assembled like soldiers armed for battle – the church militant on earth. The second are assembled before God, their conflict over – the church triumphant in heaven. 
Read Revelation 7: 13 - 17
5. What is the blessed state of the multitude in white robes?
6. How have they arrived at this state? (v14)
Summary: How can we ensure that we belong to this redeemed multi-cultural throng? We cannot stand before God’s dazzling throne in the soiled tattered rags of our own morality. But we can if we have sought cleansing from the Lamb who died for us. Since all the redeemed are being described, the tribulation does not refer to the specific period between the appearance of the  Antichrist and the return of Christ.  It is rather a description of the whole Christian life, which the N.T. repeatedly refers to as a time of tribulation.
7. What is the greatest test of faith that you face right now? What specific encouragement in Christ do you find in this chapter to help you meet that test?
8. Consider the promises of Rev 7: 15 – 17 and the praise of Rev 7: 10, 12. Use these passages as a starting point for your own prayers of confidence and gratitude to the Lord.
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