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  Jesus Autobiography
             A Study of the ‘I am’ saying in John’s Gospel
I am the Bread of Life – John 6: 35
       17 October 2010

Introduction
The ‘I am’ sayings of Jesus in the Fourth Gospel express the unique authority and identity of Jesus. Jesus describes himself in graphic ways: ‘I am the bread of life’ (Jn 6:35). ‘I am the light of the world’ (Jn 8:12). ‘I am the door of the sheep’ (Jn 10:7), ‘I am the good shepherd’ (Jn 10:11). ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ (Jn 11: 25). ‘I am the way the truth and the life’ (Jn 14: 6) and ‘I am the true vine’ (Jn 15:1)

1. How does the Old Testament use of ego eimi (I am) eg. Gen 17: 1; 
    Gen 28:13; Exodus 6: 2; Isaiah 45: 18 provide the background to the I am
    sayings of Jesus?
2. The most important use is found in Exodus 3. Moses finds the initial introduction on Mt Sinai (v 6) insufficient. Why do you think this is so? He inquires further about God’s name (v 13) to which God responds ‘I am who I am’ (v 14). This becomes the truly personal name of God in Israel’s faith - Yahweh- the covenant name of God. What is your understanding of the link between the Divine Name and covenant and how does it differ from the concept of contract?
3. Jesus uses the ‘I am’ sayings to echo this Old Testament background. He has come to reveal the Father’s name for all the world. Why do you think John 5: 43 and John 12: 13 as well as John 10: 25 is so offensive to his Jewish listeners? Does the ‘name’ still cause offense today, or has it become domesticated and familiar, a by-word for swearing?
4. Jesus is no mere human. He is the Lord incarnate. He bears the divine name. He does not simply convey revelation like Moses and the prophets, he is revelation (John 1: 12’ 2: 23; 3:18; 14: 26). What difference does this make as we share our faith with others? Is Jesus simply one option among others? How does this give the lie to universalism (ultimately everyone will be saved) and pluralism (all religions are basically the same)? Remember Jesus’ original listeners either believed in him or accused him of blasphemy?
Read John 6: 25 - 40
5. Many people in Jesus’ day followed him for the wrong reasons (v 26). Is it any different today? In what ways can we fall into this trap as well?
6. Bread is the staple food of life. How does Jesus satisfy our spiritual hunger and thirst? (v 35)
7. What assurance can you take from the promise of v40 in the face of tragic loss and the death of loved ones? Do you have the assurance of v37 for yourself? What is the only pre-requisite for coming to Christ (v35)?
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