[image: image1.wmf] 

Go
Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

xiii. The Only Thing That Counts (Gal 5: 1 – 6)
16 October 2011
The agitators, or false teachers, in the Galatian churches, as we have already seen, were insisting that Christian converts had to be circumcised. This may appear to be a rather trivial matter. Why did Paul make so much fuss and bother about it? Because of its doctrinal implication. As the antagonists were imposing it, circumcision was neither a physical procedure, nor  a ceremonial rite, but a theological symbol. It represented a particular type of religion, namely salvation by good works in obedience to the law. 
Paul’s response was that you cannot add circumcision (or anything else, for that matter) to Christ as necessary for salvation in Himself. If you add anything to Christ you lose Christ. Salvation is in Christ alone by grace alone through faith alone.
1. Different denominations of the church practice various ceremonies and observe different customs according to conscience. How do you discern whether a custom or practice has become elevated to something necessary for salvation?
Read Galatians 5: 1 – 6

2. What is Paul concerned about in theses verses?
3. The freedom described in verse 1 is not primarily a freedom from sin, but rather from the law. What Christ has done in liberating us in not so much to set our will free from the bondage of sin as to our conscience free from the guilt of sin. What words and phrases throughout this passage indicate what it means to be free?     
4. Most people value their freedom very highly. Why would anyone need to be warned to stand fast and avoid submitting to slavery?

5. How could Jesus Christ ever be said to “of no value”? (verse 2)

6. How do you interpret Paul’s phrase “fallen away from grace” (verse 4)?

7. How does Paul’s tone change in verses 5 and 6?

8. If we have been declared righteous in Christ, why would Paul say that we still hope for it (verse 5)?

Summary:
When a person is in Christ, nothing more is necessary. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision can improve our standing before God. We wait for our salvation, the certain hope of spending eternity with Christ in heaven. We do not work for it; we wait in anticipation for it by faith.  

Food for Thought:

1 What are your greatest hopes in Christ?

2 The antagonists were trying to make circumcision a requirement for salvation.
   Where are you in the greatest danger of imposing a requirement like the Judaizing
   antagonists? (Consider both positives and negatives – behaviours which 
   Christians “must” do or “must not” do).
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