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Trinity Presbyterian Church Lynnwood
Fellowship Group Series based on The City on the Hill by Phillip Ryken for the second quarter of 2011.

ONE - INTRODUCTION

Philip Ryken
 shared a message with us at Trinity on the 9th January 2011. His message was based on 1 Corinthians 16: 5-9 focusing particularly on verses 8 and 9:

8But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me.
Paul knew that there would be constraints on us as we exercise our ministries but that “great doors” for effective work are open and will be opened for us. We are further to know that while there will be opposition, the opposition has, through Jesus, already been overcome.

Session is looking at 2011 as the year in which we identify the doors that are open for Trinity and each one of us. Charlotte McBride’s shared that she saw the two “1’s” of 2011 being the “door posts” representing the door of opportunity. 

These notes draw directly on Ryken’s book and have been prepared as a series to be worked through by the congregation in fellowship and other groups in the second quarter of 2011.

Philip Ryken writes:

“For the honour of Jesus Christ a twenty first century church needs to develop and maintain a strong teaching pulpit, an effective network of fellowship groups aimed at meeting individual needs, a program of Christian education to promote the steady growth of God’s family to spiritual maturity, and, in co-operation with other Christians, an evangelistic outreach to the local community and to the world beyond.”

This Ryken says, can be further specified in seven objectives (which form the basis of his book):
· To uphold the tradition of strong expository preaching by gifted preachers;

· To worship God in a worthy manner through thoughtful words devoted prayers, and excellent music;
· To integrate every member of the congregation into Bible study/ Fellowship groups where individuals needs can be met and each can minister to others;

· To supply loving pastoral care for each member of the church family;

· To provide an effective Christian education programme to inform, train, and disciple all members of the congregation;

· To advance the missionary work of the church in the local community and throughout the world;

· To serve the church and its community through ministries of mercy.

The book deals with these seven objectives in seven Chapters titled:

1. Making God’s Word plain – Expository preaching
2. Giving Praise to God –Corporate Worship
3. Growing together in Groups –Fellowship
4. Shepherding God’s flock – Pastoral care
5. Thinking and acting Biblically – Discipleship
6. Reaching the World – Missions and Evangelism
7. Serving with Compassion – Mercy Ministry
The series will be run over a period of seven weeks. A leader will be appointed in each group but it is intended that the sessions will take the form of group discussions with a view to evaluating our ministries at Trinity and also looking at practical recommendations.  The evaluation and the practical recommendations will be collected and consolidated as a guideline for our way ahead.  

These notes provide a summary of the thoughts of Ryken in respect of each chapter followed by questions aimed at evaluating our ministry and then some comments on practical recommendations.  At the end of each week the leader of the group will feedback the comments of the group both in regard o the evaluation and practical recommendations.

Ryken introduces his book by looking at the church in the twentieth century.

He points out that we are living in post-Christian times.  It is not that there aren’t enough churches in America
.  There are many buildings designed for the worship of God and many are still used for that purpose.  Ryken is not saying that there aren’t many Christians in America.  The vast majority of American's believe in the existence of God and many claim to be "born again".  However he is talking of post-Christian times as a time when Christianity no longer exercises a prevailing influence on the mind and heart of our culture.  There was a time when the Bible held a central place in the curriculum of public schools and a time when the average American's new their Bible well enough that biblical teaching had a strong influence on what people thought and how they behaved.  Christianity shaped the social, political, moral, religious and intellectual landscape of the country.  
We are living in so-called post modern times.
 In church terms this is sometimes referred to as post-Christian times. 
I wont attempt to define modernism versus post modernism save to say that modernism through the last century was primarily concerned with principles such as identity, unity, authority, and certainty. Scientists prevailed and the view was that for everything there was an absolute truth. If one analysed anything sufficiently one would find an absolute answer. Postmodernism has developed in reaction to modernism and is often associated with difference, plurality, scepticism and relative truth.
Charles Colson says
 that we face new barbarians:

 “…They are not hairy Goths and Visigoths, swilling fermented brew and ravishing maidens; they are not Huns and Visigoths storming our borders or scaling our city walls. No this time the invaders come from within. We have bred them in our families and trained them in our classrooms. They inhabit our legislatures, our courts, our film studios, and our churches. Most of them are attractive and pleasant; their ideas are persuasive and subtle. Yet these men and women threaten our most cherished institutions and our very character as people.”

Philip Ryken in his book City on a Hill says that these new barbarians do not look threatening, at last from the outside, and certainly would not see themselves as barbarians. Their attack is on traditional ethical and intellectual standards in all fields including, science, law, medicine, journalism and theology. This attack is based on a rejection of absolute truth and love of self above all else. Relativism and Narcissism. 

Relativism is summed up by the writer who recorded that:

“We believe that each man must find the truth that is right for him. Reality will adapt accordingly.

You have your story, I have my story, but there is no divinely ordained story that ties it all together.

Narcissism is reflected in unbridled individualism and radical selfishness. Ryken points out that while in America there has always been a tendency towards narcissism - being self-centered is now considered to be a virtue.  A group, a community, or a nation following this path leads to people who do not know what is true (or who wonder if anything is true at all) and who are unable to do what is right or just and good. Morality is relative to what each person determines is acceptable. People are unable to build loving relationships or communities and end up feeling alienated and abandoned - without direction.
 This leads to hollowness, restlessness and an absence of peace.

Paul knew that these times were coming. Listen to these words of Paul to Timothy
:

“3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.”
 “1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 … lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.”

Ryken says this
:

"Taken together, the relativistic mind and the narcissistic heart explain a good deal about what is wrong with America today.  People who do not know what is true (or wander if anything is true at all) are unable to do what is right, just and good.  Intellectual scepticism quickly leads to moral relativism.”  

It is against this background that Ryken points out that as our civilization continues to decline, the church will have unprecedented opportunities to show the world what a difference it makes to be a Christian.  The question is, how should the Christian life in post-Christian times?  What does it mean to be a city on a hill today?  
There is a temptation to find a new way of "doing church".  This is what happened in the last decades of the twentieth century.  Attempts were made:
· To make Christianity more relevant;

· To get involved in politics and lobbying;

· To enter business by marketing Christianity to the masses – turning Christ into a commodity;

· By trying entertainment – seeking to make services appeal to a circular audience.  

Peter Wagner
 argues for a pragmatic approach as opposed to theological one:
"The greatest change in way of doing church since the Protestant Reformation is taking place before our very eyes ….... The radical change in the sixteenth century was largely theological. The current reformation is not so much a reformation of faith (the essential theological principles of the Reformation are intact), but a reformation of practice.  A major difference was that the sixteenth century reformation came in reaction to a corrupt and apostate church.  This current reformation is not so much against corruption and apostasy as it is against irrelevance."
Wagner suggests that we need to determine how to stay relevant by perhaps reducing theology to the shortest possible list of essential doctrines.  In the reformation the mottos were sola gratia, sola fide, solus christus, and soli Deo Gloria – Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, so that God alone gets all the glory.  
This is what the reformers taught because they believed in sola Scriptura – by scripture alone – which is where all these great doctrines are found.  Ryken says that in current times it seems that the churches are opting for fiat quidvis efficiens – "do whatever works".  

Ryken points out that when the church makes relevance their primary goal they are vulnerable to the twin perils of post-modernism, relativism and narcissism.  They became willing to sacrifice biblical principles for popular success – relativism. They crave acceptance of circular society – narcissism. 

This does not mean that the church should aspire to be irrelevant.  
The danger is that a church that tries too hard to be "relevant" may in the process lose its very identity as the church.  Rather than confronting the world the church gets co-opted by it.  It no longer stands as a city on a hill but sinks to the level of the surrounding culture. 

Ryken's view is that we should not just live the past, or begin with the future.  We should live in the present, learn from the past and anticipate the future, while always looking to the bible.

Ryken draws on the model of the church Acts 2:42-47
Acts 2:42-47 (New International Version, ©2010)

The Fellowship of the Believers

 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
Ryken says that we need to be:
· A teaching church;

· A worshipping church;

· A caring church; and

· A growing church.

Ryken says this
:


"The charter members of the first church in Jerusalem were a remarkable group of men and women.  By the power of God's spirit they turned the world upside down, starting the most remarkable institution in human history. Yet anyone who has ever been to a good church cannot help but notice that what they did was thoroughly ordinary. There was biblical reading and preaching. There was corporate worship, including prayer and the sacraments.  There was fellowship and evangelism. They simply did the things that Christian's since then have always done – which is exactly the point! Wherever Christian's have joined together to establish teaching, worshiping and caring communities, they have been able to need the unique challenges they faced from the surrounding culture."
Ryken points out that in times where the prevailing mind-set is relativism and denial of universal truth the way to respond is by remaining devoted to the apostolic teaching of scripture.  People are looking for some other message, delivered by some other means. However, what God has appointed for the salvation of sinners and for their subsequent growth in grace is the preaching of the gospel, together with the teaching of biblical doctrine.
"This is God's plan for the church. It also happens to be the perfect anti-histamine for a culture that is allergic to truth."

Ryken points out that where the heart of post-Christian culture is now narcissistic, the bible has a remedy for self infatuation. This is "God-glorifying, Christ-centered, spirit-filled worship." As we turn away from ourselves to adore the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in worship, our hearts can turn to God in prayer and praise and we are then able to reach out to others in love and concern.  

Ryken points out:


"This kind of Christian caring is the answer to many, if not most, contemporary problems.  It is the answer to the breakup of the family, for in a caring church people learn how to keep commitments that put others first. It is the answer to racism, for a caring church is united by Christ across the things that divide.  It is the answer to poverty, for in a caring church all needs are met, including the deepest needs of the sole. Whether people realize it or not, what our crumbling culture needs most is authentic Christian community."

It is by distilling these thoughts and understanding that what Gods wants the church needs
, that Ryken, and the Tenth Presbyterian Church, came to accept the seven objectives referred to above which are:

· To uphold the tradition of strong expository preaching by gifted preachers;

· To worship God in a worthy manner through thoughtful words devoted prayers, and excellent music;

· To integrate every member of the congregation into Bible study/ Fellowship groups where individuals needs can be met and each can minister to others;

· To supply loving pastoral care for each member of the church family;

· To provide an effective Christian education program to inform, train, and disciple all members of the congregation;

· To advance the missionary work of the church in the local community and throughout the world;

· To serve the church and its community through ministries of mercy.

CHURCH FOR THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY

Evaluating your ministry

1. Name some ways you see post-Christian thought influencing the members of our church. In what specific ways do we act out of self-love rather than out of love for Christ?

2. What are the ramifications for our ministry at Trinity, and your ministry as an individual, if truth is considered relative and Christianity only relatively true? Can you align yourself with the seven objectives as a mission statement for Trinity? Should any of these objectives be removed? Should any be added?

3. What do we, as a congregation, believe about the importance of church membership? 
4. What signs do you see of the commitment of members to the body of Christ, to living and being the church? Where do you see a lack of commitment?  
5. What is Trinity's philosophy of, and strategy for, evangelism? 
6. How well do our members understand that evangelism is not so much a special event as it is a part of our every day living?  How are we sharing our faith? How are you sharing your faith? 

PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Pray that God will keep you and all those who teach at Trinity faithful to His Word in every area of ministry. 

2. Pray for Allan and those who preach and teach at Trinity.

3. Provide feedback to Allan and session on how faithfully the bible is taught and applied to the areas of the congregation's need. 

4. Study Acts 2:42-46 and develop a plan for including the elements of the fellowship of the early church in all our church meetings throughout the week.

5. Alert our young children, youth and young adults to the dangers of narcissism and relativism and help them think through the implications that these contemporary trends have for their spiritual lives. Offer a biblical response and alternative.

� Formerly pastor at Tenth Presbyterian Philadelphia and now President of Wheaton College.


� Page 33


� Although Ryken comments are directed at America, they apply equally to South Africa and other parts of the world. 


� Postmodernism From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Postmodernism is a movement away from the viewpoint of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernism" \o "Modernism" �modernism�. More specifically it is a tendency in contemporary culture characterized by the problematization of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Objective_truth" \o "Objective truth" �objective truth� and inherent suspicion towards � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metanarrative" \o "Metanarrative" �global cultural narrative or meta-narrative�. It involves the belief that many, if not all, apparent realities are only social constructs, as they are subject to change inherent to time and place. It emphasizes the role of language, power relations, and motivations; in particular it attacks the use of sharp classifications such as male versus female, straight versus gay, white versus black, and imperial versus colonial. Rather, it holds realities to be plural and relative, and dependant on who the interested parties are and what their interests consist in. It attempts to problematise modernist overconfidence, by drawing into sharp contrast the difference between how confident a speaker is of their position versus how confident they need to be to serve their supposed purposes. Postmodernism has influenced many cultural fields, including � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_criticism" \o "Literary criticism" �literary criticism�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology" \o "Sociology" �sociology�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linguistics" \o "Linguistics" �linguistics�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architecture" \o "Architecture" �architecture�, visual arts, and music. Postmodernist thought is an intentional departure from modernist approaches that had previously been dominant. The term "postmodernism" comes from its critique of the "modernist" scientific mentality of objectivity and progress associated with the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enlightenment_in_Western_secular_tradition" \o "Enlightenment in Western secular tradition" �Enlightenment�. These movements, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernism" \o "Modernism" �modernism� and postmodernism, are understood as cultural projects or as a set of perspectives. "Postmodernism" is used in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_theory" \o "Critical theory" �critical theory� to refer to a point of departure for works of literature, drama, architecture, cinema, journalism, and design, as well as in marketing and business and in the interpretation of law, culture, and religion in the late 20th and early 21st centuries.� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernism" \l "cite_note-0#cite_note-0" �[1]� Indeed, postmodernism, particularly as an academic movement, can be understood as a reaction to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernism" \o "Modernism" �modernism� in the Humanities. Whereas modernism was primarily concerned with principles such as identity, unity, authority, and certainty, postmodernism is often associated with difference, plurality, textuality, and skepticism.





� Colson and Vaughn – “Against the Night: Living in the New Dark Ages 23-24 


� Steven Turner – “Creed” pages 138 – 139 quoted by Ryken
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� In 2 Timothy 4:3 and 2 Timothy 3:1-4 
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� In his book "Another new wine skin…… 
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� Ryken says: "Admittedly, the world may not want to hear it, since in post-Christian times the church becomes a type of countercultural community. To a relativistic culture, skeptical of meaning, the church preaches the truth of Gods eternal Word. To a narcissistic culture, alienated by sin, the church issues an invitation to worship and fellowship. And this is precisely what a post-Christian needs: A church that stands out as truly Christian. 





